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ADVERTISEMENT.’ 


LATELY publifhed, by the fame Authour, tranflated 
from the French, An Effay on Providence; to which is 
prefixed, an Abridgement of the Hiftory of Mr. De 
Marolles, the Writer of that Effay—N. B. The Third 
Part of the Duty of Man, relative to Faith in Fefus 


Chrift, is intended to be publifbed as foon as other avo- | 


cations will admit. 


Mr. Martin returns thanks to 
thofe Gentlemen who have lately fent him additional 
thoughts on Animal Magnetifm. Though they came too 
late to affift him in his firft Effay againft that folly, 
Should what be has written, engage him in any contros 
very, be intends to avail himfelf of their obfervations. 
Further favours of this kind, from thofe who are con- 
Jfcientious in their oppofition, are requefed; and 
Letters (poft paid) from any advocate of this pretended 
Science will be taken in, As Mr, Martin has not writ- 
ten, nor does he now ever intend to write, on this fubject, 


without his Name, he caunot think himfelf obliged to 


anfwer anonymous paperse | 


ys may feem a rafh attempt tO examine into 
the nature and effects of Animal Magnetifm, 
without paying any homage to them who teach 
its but enquiry, if well conduéted, is feldom 
unrewarded, Why the Examiner has been thus 
employed, will fufficiently appear in the follow- 
ing Letter; but in what manner he has obtained 
fufficient information to execute his tafk, it may 
_not-be improper to mention. 
In all he heard and faw, he endeavoured to pay 
a due regard to the convictions of his own mind. 
In fearch of truth, he refolved to afk fuch queftions 
as feemed moft likely to bring hidden things to 
light; and to bear fuch information he earne(tly 
requefted to be under the influence of proper mo- 
tives ; believing without that influence he might be 
deceived at every ftep. The more effeCtually to 
guard himfelf againft deception, he confidered 
what were the caufes and confequences both of 
credulity, and incredulity. He recollected, that 
men of fcience fometimes forget, that our igno- 
rance of the manner in which a thing exifts, is: 
| Pe 25 no 
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no proof of the non-exiftence of that thing: but 
he thought the common objeétion of Magnetifts, 


(that if youdo not know what a thing zs, gas 
cannot fay what it is mot) abfurd. 


With fuch cautions, and with fuch views, the 
Examiner fought for opportunities to converfe 
with ‘wonder-working men, and to fee their. | 
feats per! formed. Such opportunities occurred 
which have not only been re-confidered, but 
what feemed difficult to decide, has been fub- 
mitted to men of fcience and integrity” He™ , 
has read fuch books as they have recommended ; 
and he has not refufed to read thofe authors 
which Magnetifts extol. He has alfo been’ 
favoured with books, pamphlets and papers, 
from friends engaged in the fame purfuit with 
himfelf, which have afforded him confiderable 
affiftance. He thought, after fuch Examination, 
he might have fomewhat to write of fervice 
to fociety.—This is now attempted. 


DEAR 


DEAR Sir, 


Ar your diftance from London, 
though you have lived half a century, it is no 
wonder, that reports of what is done amongtt us . 
fhould feem to you a little ftrange. To be fure, 
your reading and good fenfe have operated as 
a check to fupprefs furprize, but it is eafy to 
obferve you are anxious to hear all you can of 
Animal Magnetifm. You with me to give you 
the fulleft information : and to comply with 
your requeft, you will find no pains have been 
fpared; fo that you are likely to receive a much 
Tonger Letter on that fpirit ftirring fubject, than 
you expected. 

It may be proper to give you in the fir/ place, 
‘an hiftorical fketch of Animal Magnetifm. 

‘In the year 1785, Dr. De Mainaudue pub- 
lithed his Propofals to the Ladies, fer eftablifth~ 
ing an Hygican Society, to be incorporated with 
that of Paris. Inthis paper, the Doctor informs: 

, «© That Mr. Mefmer revived the fcience: of 
Animal Magnetifin from the afhes of the antients ; 
that being in France when it was the general 
topic of converfation, he applied to Mr. Mef- 
mer for inftru€tions ; that he offered that Gen- 
tleman 200 guineas for his fecref, but had the 

ys a  - -nortification® 


SE 

mortification of being refufed ; that this event, 
though mortifying at the time, proved in the 
end a fortunate one, as it procured him the ac- 
quaintance of Dr. D’Elfon ; that Dr. D’Elfon 
being oppofed by the Faculty in France, applied: 
for Commiffioners to infpect his treatment, and: 
to report what they fhould obferve worthy no- 
tice; that the Commillioners, though men of 
great eftimation for perfpicuity of judgment, 
made a very unfavourable report.” 

The Doétor adds, ** That the perfecuted fubje&. 
gained ground, and began to rife, under the in- 
defatigable labours of Dr. D’Elfon,. and a few 
others, from the crude ftate in which Mr. Mefimer. 
Jeft it, to that fuperior one to which it is now 
arrived, though {till far fhort of what it will be 
brought to; that there is {carce a town in France 
where it does not at this inftant flourifh, and 
fcarcely a corner of the globe in which it is not 
introducing ; that this accounts for Dr. De 
Mainauduc’s prefence in England, and for the 
fteps he has taken; that he. js,happy 1 in the cha-. 
racter and refleGtiion of being the. fr? who dared,. 
in England, to {tem the torrent of oppofition,. 
in a caufe which, from its own nature and pur- 
port, will foon néed little afliftance to fupport 
itfelf.” 

«This, Ladfes,” continues Dr. DeMainauduc,. 
‘is the fubject I beg leave to addrefs to you.— 
As this method of curing each other is not con- 

fined 
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fined to Sex, or to College education, and the 
Fair Sex, being in general, the moft fympathifing: - 
part of the creation, and moft immediately con- 
cerned in the health and care of its offspring, F 
think myfelf bound in gratitude to you, Ladies,. 
for the partiality you have fhewn me in the line 
of Midwifery, to contribute, as far as lies in my 
power, to render stil ae ufeful and 
valuable to community.” 

«© With this view, I purpofe ithmediately, to: 
form an Aygiean Society, to be incorporated 
with that of Paris—As foon as Awenty Ladies - 
have given in their names, the day fhall be ap- 
pointed for the firft meeting at my houfe, where 
they are to pay 15 guineas each ; which will 
include the. whole expence.” 

«¢ Tt may be necetlary to offer fome idex 
of the inftru€tions I intend to. give. Mr. Mef= 
mer’s theory being the original one, though now 
Jaid afide by thofe who have gone further, [ 
mean to give his method, and to fhew how to 
conftruct his backet *, &c. &c. when I will cons 


* Backet is a Jballow tub. Baguette is a divi- 
ner’s rod. ‘ A certain impoftor in France boatted, 
that he could deteét thieves, murderers, and other 
mialefactors, by the help of a magical rod.” See a’ 
Differtation upon Superftition in Natural Things, by 
WeRENFELSIUS. It was tranflated in 1748. The 
original may be found among the Opx/cula of that 
learned authourn ; 
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vince thofe who do me the honour of receiving 
my inftructions, that his theory i is fallactous ; and 


= 


teach them ours, which will inftantly appear to. 
be right. ‘This is all I muft at prekent advance: 
on the fubject.” 

Such, Sir, is Dr. De Mainauduc’s narrative 
abridged. But ina treatife which he is pleafed 
to call Veriras, we have a long account of 
-cures and.conjectures. In his pompous preface, 
he tells us, ** that Animal Magnetifm will 
flourifh in every corner of the world, and that it 
will be received among the other improvements 
_ in the healing art, there can be no doubt: and. 

where,” fays the Doétor,. ‘* fo likely as in this 
happy foil, where liberty, the encourager of 
improvements,—and emulation, that radiant 
chara€ter of a Briton—hurries on to’ perfection! 
The only danger is, that fome unikilled in the 
‘knowledge of difeafes, and of the means of con- 
ducting a patient through a crifis, may ftart into. 
impofition on the public, and repeat, by his 
ignorance, the ftab which Animal Magnetifm 
received from another caufe. JMagnetifm is not 
a play thing for fools: But what it is, I fhalt 
referve for a future publication.” 

If, Sir, this was ever intended, it feems ow: 
to be givenup. For, ina paper which Dr. De 
Mainauduc calls ** Fhe terms for InftruGions,. 
Treatnient and Confultation,” we find, what he 


there profeffes to teach, is ¢* totally unconnected. 
with 


{io} 

with Animal Magnetifm, with Eletricity, and 
with the Theories of Mefmer, and of every 
Society, or. Publication whatfoever.” You fee, 
Sir, if the public give him credit’ for this 
extravagant afiertion, the Doctor muft be dif- 
appointed. Can you have patience to hear his: 
Terms ?—**, For each Courfe of Inftrutions,. | 
from 25 guineas to 150 guineas. N. B. The 
. Subfcription to be paid when the Name is given in. 
For Treatment and Confultations, from 1 guinea 
to 15 guineas, N. B. Each Month’s Treatment to 
be paid for at its Commencement.” 

Can this be Veriras? Surely, neither 
VERITAS, nor even SyPHAX, would thus infult 
Society. Such Terms are far above the daring 
of fecond handed Magnetifts:: but they are belt 
acquainted with their own cuftomers, 

The rapid manner in which Magnetifts have 
multiplied upon us, may feem to you, incredible. 
Dr. De Mainauduc fays, in 1785, Mr. Mefmer 
had taught his fecret to 300 difciples ; and that, 
in, the fame year, Dr.-D’Elfon had inftruéted 
169 phyficians. He alfo. informs us, that an 
infinite number of people have, either by their 
own, ftudies, or from inftrutions given them by 
others, not. only acquired a knowledge of, but: 
practifed this. method :. fo that, a general prohi-. 
bition becomes impraéticable.. If, Sir, in 14785,. 
the number of thefe praCtitioners was infinite, to 

| keep: 
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keep up the fublime ftile, we muit now fay, they 
are infinite upon infinite ! 

Surrounded with fuch fwarms of Magnetifts, 
a few only, who have afpired to eminence in 
‘and near this metropolis, will here be noticed, 
Of thefe Dr. Benamor, Mr. Cue, Mr. Hole 
loway, Mr. Loutherbourg, Mr, Parker, and 
Dr. Yeldal, have been moft famous. No. 
affront is intended by this arrangement. It is 
made in the order of the Alphabet, becaufe after 
Dr..De Mainauduc it might feem prefump~ 
tuous to determine which of thefe Gentlemen 
fhould have the pre-eminence. "Thofe branches 
which are too high for your friend’s infpection, 
or too low to deferve notice, he thinks it prudent 
to let alone. WVenal practitioners, and thofe 
among them who would be thought learned, or 
pious performers, will chiefly be kept in view. 
‘That you may imbibe no prejudice againft any 
Magnetift mentioned in this Letter, you will 
receive their own account of themfelves with it, 
in the cards, advertifements, and other printed 
papers which they have thought fit to publith. 

If any of the following remarks fhould feem 
fevere, you will obferve, that thofe who have 
been enfnared in their /zmplicity, are not the ob-~ 
jets of my cenfure. To the common infirmities: 
ef human nature, or the common prejudices- 
ef mankind, to be rigid is to be unjuft. But’ 

when 
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when folly afpires to that honour which is only 
atue to wifdom; when for fuch extravagance, 
any man expects to be paid and applauded, he 
deferves rebuke; nor are fuch men likely to, be 
reformed without reproof, 

From what your friend has heard and feen, 
he is fully convinced, that Animal Magnetifm 
is not connected with religion. ‘This, however, 
has been pretended: and this very pretence, in- 
creafed his ardour to fearch this matter to the 
bottom. 

A Mrs. Pratt, who has publifhed a lift of 
cures performed by Mr. and Mrs. De Louther- 
bourg, wifhes to be known as 4 kver of the 
Lamb of God. ‘To thofe who difcredit her report 
of cures,’ fhe applies thefe words: Behold ye 
Defpifers and wonder and perifh, for I will work a 
Work in your Days, which ye foall nit believe though 
aman declare it unto you. But to promote ‘beltef 
in Magnetifm, fhe- quotes thefe words of our 
Lord: Verily, verily, I fay unto you, he that bem 
hieveth on me, the works that I do, fhall be do alfo; 
and Greater Works than THESE fball he do, becaufe 
LT go unto the Father.—You will charitably fup- 
pofe, Mr. De Loutherbourg has publickly repre- 
hended this Lady for her abufe of {cripture, 
or informed the world he believes her to be in- 
fane.. But, it is faid, there are certain reafons 
to be given why nothing like this muft be ex- 
_ pected from Mr, De Leutherbourg. Su 

a . | Mrs; 


_ Mrs. Pratt informs us, that 3000 perfons 
have waited at one time, to, gain admiflion to, 
this Magnetift at Hammerfmith: and fhe com-. 
plains of fome people who have fold their ad-, 
miffion tickets for five guineas, and. two guineas. 
a piece! At what price they bought them is 

-not faid. Whether it be from envy, or any other: 
motive, it is certain other Magnetilts. queftion 
Mr. De Loutherbourg’s ability to heal ; and it is 
hoped, with what meafure they mete, it will be 
meted unto them again. 

But Mr. De Loutherbourg is not the only 
Gentleman who-has profefled to be difinterefied 
and pious, in Magnetifing. Mr. Cue has equalled: 


his pretenfions. He has not only been fo’ 


generous as to teach and practice gratis, but, it 
is faid, he knows how to be civil to fuitable 
patients.. Of his piety, he condefeended to 
vive your friend a {trong idea, by faying before 
him one of his prayers, It began thus: The 
Lord blefs thee, and keep thee, and contained the 


following words to the end of that chapter +, to 


which was added a compofition of his own: at 
length, his prayer concluded with this petition: 


And nw, Lord, grant, that figns and wonders may ‘ 


be done, by the name of thy holy child Fefus ! 


After hearing my objeétions. to s+7s form of | 


prayer, (which is ufually accompanied with im- 


. ft Numbers vi. 
Biz pofition 
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a 


pofition ‘of ‘hands,) Mr. Cue’s defence was ins 
fufferable. Your friend, therefore, thought it 
his duty ‘to fpeak to him to this effet: « Confi- 
der, Mr. Cue, the confequence of connecting 
Magnetifm with prayer. In the petitions you 
have mentioned, you afk for that power which 
you do not poffefs, and which you feem to ac- 
knowledge ‘you are alike unable to merit, or to 
command. Were you confiltent, you would 
confefs it is uncertain, nay that it is no way 
likely, fuch prayers will be anfwered: yet, ‘if 
fome power which is /apernatural does not concur 
with your operations, you do in effect, own you 
have no power to heal difeafes.. But I fear, Sir, 
fuch conceflione, in plain terms, ill agree with 
that vanity you love to indulge.’ 

Thefe,, Sir, are. ftrange liberties: but 
you know that impiety in prayer, and folly in - 
action, have leng fince been united. When 
Naaman went to Elifha, the Syrian felt himfelf 
offended, becaufe Klitha did not éreat him accord- 
ing to the cuftom of Magnetifers in his own 
country. Behold, faid Naaman, I thought he will 
Surely come out to me, and fland, and CALL upon the 
Name of the Lord his God, and svR1K8 his hand 
over the place, and recover the Leper, In thofe 
days, the king of Ifrael properly relented the fup- 
pofed infult. He rent +s thes, and faid, am I 
God ta kill and make ole, that this man doth fend 
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unto me, to recover aman of his leprofy? Wherefore, 
confider, I pray you, and fee how he feeketh a quarrel 
againf?. me. Moreover, when: Elifha, who had 
heard of the king’s difpleafure, faid, Let him now 
come to me, he added, and he fhall know. there is @ 
PROPHET i” J/rael. He did fo: for when the 
"cure was effected, Naaman returned to the MAN 
oF Gop, he, and all his company, and came, and 
flood before him; and he faid, behold, now I know 
that there is no God in all the earth, but in Ifrael. 
Every thing in this narrative fhews, that fuch 
cures were then believed to be wrought by /uper-_ 
natural power: what afliftance of that. kind our 
Magnetifts may have, fhall be confidered at the 
clofe of this Letter, 

You fee, Sir, what attempts bee been made 
to conne&t Magnetifm with religion, of which 
mournful inftances might be greatly multiplied, 
Yet one thing has given me pleafure; which is, 
they who are thus enfnared, are in general fuch 

as might have been expected. Men who think 
they can do much, and ought to do every thing, 
often do fuch things with a view to applaufe, as 
iffue in their fhame. But, whatever attempts ; 
have been made to connect Magnetifm with 
religion, they are, and ever will.be vain. It is 
well known fome have learned, and others have 
taught, this pretended fcience, who would not 
bear to be told they have a ferious regard for the 

Bible, 
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Bible. It is certain, that fome of Mr. Holloway’s 
difciples have faid, there is no neceffary connec- 
tion between Magnetifm and religion: they have 
allowed, that an Arheif? may practife this ‘art 
with as much fuccefs as a man who fears God, 
One of his pupils fent him a letter in which are 
thefe words: «* I am perfe&tly convinced from 
your own lips, that Animal Magnetifm is not, 
cannot be of God.” You, dear Sir, will re- 
ceive conviction it is fomething fufficiently diftant 
from religion when you confider who has faid, 
The natural man knoweth not the things of the Spirit 
of Ged; as you muft allow, before the clofe of 
this Letter, if fuch men are not to be found 
among eminent Magnetifers, they are not be 
found elfewhere, 7 

But it is not enough to fay, that Animal 
Magnetifm. is not connected with religion, fince, 
as it is practifed by many, it is very hurtful to’ 
various profeflors of Chri/tianity, 

Faith, you know, is believing what God has 
faid, as credible, and includes'the believer’s con- 
fidence ‘in the ability and integrity of -him in 
whom he puts his truft: but Je/ief, among Mag- 
netifers, is believing what God has not faid, 
believing what is contrary to his word, and in- 
cludes the believer’s confidence in an arm of fle/b. 

Prayer, if properly performed, is one of the 
moft important branches of revealed religion: 

: B 2 eres. 
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but when thus performed, it is according ts 
divine direction, and not without divine afliftance : 
whereas when Magnetifers pray; as profeffional 
-men, their devotion is as diftant from piety, as 
their fecrets are from. {cience. 

Reading, provided the fubje&ts are well feledted, 
and feafonably regarded, is of real feivice : but 
to read fuch authours as Magnetifts commend 
relative to their arcana; fuch as Agrippa, Digby, 
Fludd, Fernelius, Helmont, Maxwell, Paracelfus,, 
and others of equal fame, is to rake into afhes ; 
and if fuch trafh can pleafe the reader, he will. 
certainly rife without relifh for better food.— 
By a vicious tafte for fuch tales, the Bible is neg-= 
leG&ted, or only read in hope of finding fomething 
which may give a fan&ion to prophane fables.— 
AffeGting proofs of fuch frenzy would be. pro- 
duced, if it was thought you had patience to: 


read of fuch extravagants {.. ‘ 
Meditation, 


t Better books are fometimes recommended by 
Magnetifts. For inftance, Mr. Holloway refers us to: 
the works of Lord Bacon.. But what part of his. 
lordfhip’s works does that Gentleman moft admire ? 
This will be feen when he publifhes The Principles 
of his Original Leftures. It will be feen alfo, whe- 
ther he diftinguifhes between what the nature of his’ 
lordf{hip’s labours obliged him to report, and what: 
the noble authour himfelf approved. This is certain, 
{peaking of a foolifh problem, his lordfhip. fiys, 
«© The inquifition of this fubject is wonderfully hard; © 

fe 
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- Meditation, on ober fubje&ts, if well timed, 
and purfued with proper caution, is another 
mean of promoting piety: but the felf. abftrac- _ 
tion Magnetifts commend, is only managable by 
myftics ; or, to {peak more properly, by nobody; 
for thofe Terms either convey no meaning at all, 
or ftand for any thing which an idle Tay may 
pleafe to form. 

_ Humility has ever been the bafis and guard of 
godlinefs; but all Magnetifers are magnifiers of 
themfelves: felf is the fubftance of their conver- 
fation, and to. excite wonder, by arts and tales 
which cannot bear infpection, is their chief de- 
light. The luft of dominion is the main {pring 
of their motions, which is tempered, turned, 
and wound.up, as avarice, or as curiofity directs > 
‘were it not for fear of being detected, the unre 


for the things that are reported are full of fabless 
and mew experiments can hardly be made but with 
extreme caution :—for I cannot, (fays his Lordfhip) 
command myfelf to believe what I will, and fo zo 
trial can be made. Nay, it is worfe, for whatfoever 
a-man imagineth doubtingly, or with fear, muft needs 
do hurt, if imagination have any power at all ; for 
a man Peer tence that oftener that he feareth, liars 
the contrary.’”? In another place, ‘ touching the 
ue este of fpirits, and the force of the imagina- 
‘tion,” his, lord(hip fays, “ They work moft upom 
weak minds and fpirits; ‘as thofe of women, fick 
perfons ; children, and young creatures.’? See Lord 
Bacon’s Nat, Hilt. Cent. X. P. 333 and 326, 
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fifted energy of fuch a rincpleds in action, would 
foon produce alarming effects, 

‘The arrogance of Magnetitts 1s ssnedaae ap= 
perent in their terms for complete inftructicn. 
Can you believe it? A4Zoney to a confiderable- 
zmount, an oath, anda bond of to,o0ol. have 
been demanded—and given! To. be fure, Sir, 
fome teachers are afraid of foaring fo high. 
Cunning, you know, creeps clofe to ambition 
in her firft advances. Mr. Holloway’s modeft 
terms are nothing more than five guineas; and. 
your promife, neither directly, nor indirectly, to- 
yeveal his fecret. You are even permitted. by 
that Gentleman, .(if he cannot avoid it,) to 
publifh your opinion of his Le@tures, but if 
you difapprove of his philofophy, you are not 
allowed to fay why you find fault. At a time: 
when fo much has been written againft flavery, 


who would ¢hus be brought into bondage? you 


will agree with me, that he who is fettered in his. 
higheft faculty, by one of his fellow creatures, 1s, 
no longer free: and that he who thus bows down.. 
to his inferior, till he fhakes off the yoke, is a 
flave indeed! 

To make’ this inglorious yoke as eafy ag | 
poffible, it has been pleaded, that every man has a 
night to make the moft of his own invention; that, 
every apprentice is bound to keep his matfter’s 
fecrets; that the fublime {cience of Animal 

Magnetifm 
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-Magnetifm, isin an infant flate, and might, way, 
it made common, fall into bad. hands; that. to 
difclofe the art, would. be imjurious to: the Fair- 
Sex, becaufe a man who feemed only to play 
with a, woman, might throw her into a crifis,. 
and behave improperly. But,to thefe pretences it. 
has been replied, that it is impoflible to fay, who 
invented Animal Magnetifm ; that an apprentice 
is bound only to keep his mafter’s /awful. fecrets,. 
and that few people are willing to be apprenticed: 
a fecond time ; that the pretended {cience canitot 
fall into worfe hands than it already has ;, that the 
Fair-Sex owe nothing to the compaflion of 
Magnetifers, fince, if their art may be as injurious 
as this plea fuppofes, thoufands have been taught 
it, and of courfe, women are left to their 
difcretion. 

There is. fomething fo contrary to the ap- 
pearance of relgion in the laft plea, (which. was 
urged by Mr. Cue,) that it calls for additional 
attention, —ILf a woman in a common crifis, has her 
underftanding deranged, if the moft ufual fymp- 
toms are wildnefs of eyes, diftortion of features, 
attended with convulfions and violent agitations,. 
who could-be tempted to behave improperly to 
fuch a woman? If in a luminous crifis, a Lady- 
appears to be ina {oft {weet fleep, temptation, to 
a ftranger, may be ftiring; but are Magnetilts in 
danger’. They know the Lady is in the land of 
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vifion, able to fee Angels, and to comprehend the 
whole circle of {cience; they know her fpirit is 


drawn from her body, as much as is poflible, 
without a total feparation taking place; they: : 


know her body has loft all fenfation, and that’ 
every thing appears to her luminous; that fhe 
has a large acquaintance with the znvifible world, 


and is capable of communion with God; can they - 


who know this, or fay they know it, behave 
impertinently to fuch a Lady, in fuch a fituation?: 
They can. For queftions, not only the moft' 
diftant from religion have been afked ; not only: 
anatomical queftions, but  queftions. of \ mere. 
curiofity: fuch as this, ‘* where is Mr. P. °—Jn. 
a coach, converfing with a. gentleman, in a’ 
brown wig.—WNote...'Thefe queftions: muft be. 
afked while the crifis continues ; either by the’ 


Magnetift, or by one who touches him.—If . 


under fuch treatment,. Ladies_are not refponfible 
for their behaviour, what may not be propagated 
by. this contrivance, and, toa favourite, what» 


may not be /d/d. Ay, 


Surely, Sir, re/zgion and Magnetifm, efiocialiy 
in the Juminous crifis, mutt be at everlafting: 
variance. Could fome Magnetifts fupport their 
lofty claims, miracles and prophefies, would be 
common and in contempt; nor would the 


character of Chrift be long revered.. But were: | 


thofe {criptures which teftify of him, believed, 
é thefe 


i 
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thefe impofitions which are now admired, 
would foon be detected : for they not only inform 
us how men have been deceived by SCIENCE, 
falfy fo called, but plainly affert, that in the Jaf 
times, iniquity will fo abound, as to equal the 
corruption of any preceding period. 

Should it be faid, that Magnetifm was not 
known when the canon of fcripture was com~ 
pleted, you will not only recolle& the ftory of 
Naaman, and that it has been faid, Magnetifm 
was revived from the afhes of the antients, but 
you will receive a further confirmation of its 
antiquity, from a quarter you would little expect. 
Mr, Holloway, in one of his Le€tures, attempted 
to prove the antiquity of his new fcience, by 
affuring his hearers ‘* it is exa@tly fimilar to the 
Heathen priefieffes, when they gave out their 
anfwers in Pagan Temples; the fymptoms, faid 
he, being exactly the fame.” In the fame 
Le@ture, either to fhew the antiquity of his new . 
{cience, or to prove it was known in diffant 
nations, he told the following tale: 

“© A veflel feparated from another veffel, by 
bad weather, came near to land.. The crew, or 
part of the crew, went on fhore, and were kindly 
received by the native Indians. Thefe fagacious 
people foon difcovered the ftrangers were alarmed 
for their companions, yet at fea, and were much 
furprized they knew not what! was become of 
qraet a ict | them. 
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them. To give them fatisfation, one of the 
Indians being worked upon, became infenfible; 
and had all the fymptoms of a crifis; when he ~ 
came to himfelf, he affured the failors, he had 
feen their companions, that they were fafe, and 
would ere long, arrive at the fame place: which 
came to pafs.”—Supprefs, Sir, if you can, your 
furprife; for to this ide tale, another yet more 
extravagant was added; 

« An Indian, who poffefled great powers of 
Magnetifm, had adream. In it, he thought he 
faw a very glorious perfon, who told him he 
would give him power to heal difeafes, but that 
he muft commit murder once a year.” My in- 
formant, feeling for me, as 1 now do for you; » 
adds, «* I think I fee you ftart,; Sir, at this rela- 
tion; and, I muft own, my feelings were not 
very pleafant when I heard it ; but it is.a certain: 
fact Mr. Holloway did .repeat this furprizing: 

' ftory. He feemed aware he had faid rather too 
much, and attempted to foften. the account, by — 
faying, that the Indian pofleffed the powers of. 
healing, but as to the dream, it was a mere 
-nothing. Tobe fure, it was a fact that he did 

~ kill a man, but the report did not fay, whether 

-it was not by accident; it might be by accident, 
and if it was, it deftroyed the idea of murder. 
Thefe, Sir, were Mr. Holloway’s own words: 
but they were not at all fatisfaQory to my 

mind ; 
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mind ; and yet in one view, they were perfectly 
fatisfaCtory ; for they carried with them the fulleft 
and cleareft conviction poflible, that Magnetifm 
has its original from Satan and not from Gop.” 
Such, Sir, is the report that was tranfinitted to 
me, not by hearfay, but from one of his pupils : 
what will be your reflections cannot be faid; 
but undoubtedly you are weary of hearing fuch 
attempts to unite magnetifm with morality. 

Let us, then, change the fubject, and fee if 
Magnetifin better agrees with fcience. This has 
been pretended. It has been held up as * the 
moft effential {cience,”’ as ‘* a new philofophical 
fyftem,” nay it has been deemed * one of the 
fublimeft fciences that ever engaged the attention 
of the ftudious.” But thefe {welling bubbles will 
foon burft. They cannot even endure the un- 
. guarded ftrokes of them that blew them up. 
You recolle@t, Sir, that Dr.. De Mainauduc has 
admitted ‘¢ it is within the capacity of every 
human being to become perfect matter of this 
moft eflential fcience ;” and Mr, Holloway 
feems to be of the fame opinion. For, having 
engaged a gentleman to aflift him in delivering 
his Leétures, he informs us, he is able to ac- 
commodate the friends of the fcience in any part’ 
of Great Britain or Scotland. If you afk, Who 
are thefe friends? his card will inform you, 
ee man is confidered' as fuch, who will give 

. him 
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him five guineas for his inftruCtions, and promife, 
to keep his fecret. On thefe conditions, ‘a gene! 
tleman and his wife are confidered as one.’ To, 
this we may add, that thofe Minifters; and other 
fele&t perfons, who know how to recommend 
their Tutor, may be taught gratis. So matters 
f{tood when this Letter was begun; but now, Sir,: 
Mr. Holloway. propofes .to teach - for three 
guineas, and begs leave, to deliver his LeGtures 
to the public in print, at the price of one guinea : 
allowing his runners to fay, that) they who’ 
fubfcribe for fix, or obtain fix  fubfcribers, {hall 
have a feventh into the bargain. 

Would menof real fcience thus proftitute 
philofophy ; or be excuféd if poverty, or debt, 
was pleaded in their favour? Would men_ of 
prudence run fuch rifk of provoking their pupils 
to demand back again their premiums, on pain 
of being profecuted for fraud if they were not 
peaceably returned? Your friend is fufficiently 
threatned fince it is reported he is writing on this 
fubjeét ; but you will believe him when he fays, _ 
he has not any objection to be brought into a 
court of juftice for this Letter; and out of it, 
if Magnetifls will keep from blows, he has 
’ nothing to fear from their profoundeft fkill. 

Science, you know, cannot be taught without a 
proper Yeacher. But who of that defcription,. 


would talk of znventing the moft fublime {cience ; 
| or 


ye 

or fay, it is within the capacity of every human 
being to become perfe&t mafter of the moft 
effential {cience? who of that defcription, would 
profefs,that what he teaches is totally unconnefied 
“with every fociety, or publication whatfoever? 
Yet you have feen, Sir, who it is that indulges 
this rant, and rodomontade. If fuch Tutors 
are at the head of this new fyitem, what 
Inftru€tors muit we expect to meet with at the 
tail? | 

, Science, you know, mutt have a fuitable /chelar 
if it is taught with fuccefs: for, as Dr. Jonnfon, 
has well enough obferved, No man can teach a 
boy more than he is able to learn. But many 
who have learned to Magnctife, have no tafte for 
ference, nor do they with to be confidered as 
fiudious people.. Some perfons, as fenfible, and 
as honeft, as any who have degraded themfelves 
- to receive inftruction from Mr. Holloway, have 
faid, They cannot think that Animal Magnetifm 
fhould, even in /heory, be called a ferences that the 
fecret might be learned in five minutes, but that 
extraneous matter is introduced, technical terms 
employed, cafes reported, and tales related, that 
fubfcribers may feem to have fomething for their 
money.~ Mr. Parker ‘indeed, has been thought 
rather rath in propofing to teach the fcience in ove 
Leature. Others are of opinion his feelings, 
and his fears, may plead his excufe. ‘They fay 
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he has neither his mafter’s knowledge, nor his 
pupil's connection ; that as a fervant, he might 
have lived, but that as a Magnetitt, he is Misty 
to want employ. 

Science, Sir, by thofe who haye it, may be 
brought to any thing; but it can only be found 
where it really-is. Your friend, (perhaps for 
want of underftanding, ) has not found it, er any 
thing like it, among Magnetifers; except only 
in one perfon; and that friend allows him to fay, 
that what he knows of {cience, and enjoys of 
religion, has checked his curjofity, and led him 
to renounce the practice of Magnetifm. 

Science, Sir, you know, whether of the nature 
of things as they are in themfelves, and their 
manner of operation; or of that which man 
himfelf ought to do, as a rational and voluntary. 
agent, for the attainment of any end, efpecially 
happisefs ; or of the ways and means whereby 
the knowledge of the one and the other of thefe 
are attained and communicated* ; f{cience, you 
well know, in every branch of it, stated from 
principles evidently “ known, by canfequences 
certainly concluding, Bring Magnetifm to this 
defcription, and the pretended {cience becomes 
a cloud of fmoke. Indeed, Sir, we may add, 


* See Locke’s Effay concerning Human Underftand- | 
ings P- 456, and Bp, Pearfon on the Creed,. P: 3. 


that, 
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that, much that is called {Cience, were it tried by 
this touch-ftone, would, by no means, bear the 
trial, If there were not more faith in the world 
than {cience, we fhould yet be in darknefs, and 
in the region of the fhadow of death. , 

One more negative may be advanced. For 
Animal Magnetifm may, and does exift, ‘without 
medical underfianding.. "This, Sir, Magrietifers 
themfelves, admit. They have made it. matter 
of boaft. ‘Though upon this fubjeét, as well as 
upon any other in their profeffional line, they are 
not to be trufted. 

Dr. De Mainauduc has told ts, Magnetifm is 
foreign. to any thing yet known in the healing 
art: yet, as a medical man, he wifhes to have it 
thought, that a knowledge of difeafes is neceffary 
to condué& a perfon through a crifis. Mrs. Pratt 
has given us a lift of cures performed without 
medicine: yet Mr. Loutherbourg has often 
condefcended to prefcribe to his patients. Mr. 
Cue who talks terribly againft the Faculty, and is 
pleafed with his ignorance of the art of medicine, 
even this Mr. Cue occafionally prefcribes : not 
medicines, we may be fure, but amufments. His 
prefcriptions are, “ Rub yourfelves all over with 
a coarfe cloth, every morning. Ufe Dr. Lobb’s 
mufcular exercife :”’ to which he adds, ** Drink no 
fpirituous liquors. Take no medicines.”? You 
can account for the laft article of his advice, and 
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the reft you will not defpife. Dr. Benamor is 
faid to have treated medicine with contempt, 
fince he commenced philofopher.: but you will 
hear of fuch a report with caution, and believe 
with me, that he is only againft prefcription, 
~when his unfortunate prefcriptions run agajnit 
him. Mr. Benamor, his fon, fuppofes, and 

well he may, that Mr. Holloway’s pupils, in 
general, are. unacquainted with Anatomy, Phy- 
fiology, and Pathology. But he rafhly ima- 
gines, that fuch inftruction will be acceptable 
io the pupils of his friend. For. as mift of them 
have reached fudblimity itfelf, without a, wifh-for 
fuch learning, Mr. Benamor has not mich to 

xpect from fuch eagles in erudition. Not that 
he confiders them as fuch; for he lately faid, 
perhaps from repeated difappointment, that fome 
had . learned the fecret, who had not minds rong 
enough for practice, and would never do any 
good withit. When his circular Letter firft fell 
into my hands, inftantly thefe words occured: 
They helped every one his neighbour, and every one 
Jfaid to his brother, Be of good courage. Why this 
text was thus recollected, you, who are ac- 
guainted with Analogy and A/ffeciation, need not 
be informed. 

As medical underftanding feems to be of 
importance to Magnetifers, one cannnot but» 
wilh they who are deftitute of it, would renounce 
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the practice of Animal Magnetifm. It is not eafy 
‘to account for the referve of the Faculty on this 
mew {crence. ‘The profeffors of it may be below 
their notice ; but the welfare of the public is not. 
The common objection, that they are interefte., 
and therefore partial judges, is without foundation. 
For if what is called Animal Magnetifm, would 
bear infpection, they are beft able to guard it 
from. abufe, and to pra€étife what is fafe, to their 
own emolument, and to general fatisfation. 
They muft know, that moft men are not fond 
of medicines, and if they can perform cures 
as well without drugs as with them, ¢hey are the 
men with whom the fecret fhould be trufted. Ef 
on the contrary, they know, as undoubtedly they 
do, that Animal Magnetifm will not bear 
infpection, they are the men that fhould expofe it. 
It would be glorious in them to bring to light 
thofe impofitions which, if let alone, muit 
eventually increafe the number of their patients. 
One of their profeffion, a friend of mine, has 
written with fuccefs againft it. The fecond 
Edition of his fenfible pamphlet is fent you with 
this Letter. The Faculty have another writer, 
{how many more it would be rafh in me to fay, 
but they have another writer,) among them, of 
fuch abilities and prudence, that were he to 
undertake the tafk, this Letter would foon fink 
in your efteem, and fall into oblivion, But thus 
er : oe git to 
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to be forgotten would be no difgrace. The 
writer alluded to is that Gentleman who has 
obtained, with much honour to himfelf, and with 
equal honour to the Faculty, the fir? FoTHERGIL- 
LIAN Mepat, for his judicious anfwer to this: 
well timed queftion: ‘* What Difeafes may be 
mitigated or cured by exciting particular affections, 
‘or paffions of the mind?” They who have the 
honour of his acquaintance would ferve the 
public, could they perfuade him to make a more 
‘direct attack on Magnetifm. But whether thofe 
Gentlemen will be of that opinion, cannot at 
prefent be afcertained.—Thus, Sir, we have feen. 
what Animal Magnetifm is not. It is not 
connected with religion ; it is not_fcience properly 
fo called; it may and does exift without: 
medical underftanding. What it really zs, we 
are next to confider. a 

Here, Sir, there is reafon to fuppofe your 
patience will be tried, and your curiofity, at firft,. 
‘difappointed: becaufe, though your friend is 
now in the fecret, yet he means to let this part 
of his Letter {tand in the original form it was 
firftt drawn up; as he conceived, and Bice 
conceives, it is founded on thofe principles which 
will leave our Magnetifts no plea for their 
practice. Befides; Magnetifts are not only nume- 
rous, but every one almoft has fome peculiarity 

of his own. It is true, Sir, that more than one 
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_ ef my Correfpondents have fent me, in writing. 
Mr. Holloway’s fecret:. but another Correfpon- 
‘dent affures me,.that Mr. Parker, Mr. Holloway,. 
and Mr. Cue, are not properly inftructed ; all 
ef them deriving the /ittle which they know,. 
from: Mr. Parker’s /ifening;, and by tacking 
‘to fuch information the difcordant feraps they: 
have gleaned up from books, but. imperfedlly: 
“underftood. Thus we afcend again to Dr. De’ 
Mainauduc. But we have bow already, what” 
he thinks of Mr.. Mefmerx’s method,. and. that: 
‘what he mow propofes to teach, is fofally 
unconnected with Animal Magnetifm.. From: 
fuch men, what.can be relied on? they feem to: 
agree in nothing, except it be in-a-difpofition to- 
call whatever fey pleafe by a mew name, and of 
changing their terms as often as it may be found 
‘convenient. You know, Sir,. they that gad’ 
‘about fo much to: change their way,. have not 
yet found a good one. You know too, that 
human follies often acquire new appellations, and. 
put on mew appearances; that infignificant cir- 
- cumftances are multiplied or diminifhed, as the 
age, or place, may require; while the nature of 
thofe follies, and the mifchiefs which they 
. produce, | are (juft as they are encouraged,} in. 
every age, and in every place, the fame, 
: Further; Magnetifts are by no means har- 
onions, Mr. Holloway affests, that the crifis 
which 
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which Mr. Cue produces is both hyfterical and 
‘dangerous. Mr. Cue retorts, that Mr. Hollo- 
way is a mercenary man, and fpeaks, and aéts 
from venal motives. Others fay, that fince 
Mr.. Cue has had more fuccefs than Mr. 
Holloway in producing convulfions, the latter 
has warned his pupils againft attempting to 
produce the common crifis. Leaving thefe Gen- 
tlemen, and other Magnetifts, to fettle their 
difputes in fome dead time of the year, when 
bufinefs is not ftirring, let us now confider 
what Animal Magnetifm really is, as it appears 
in the courfe of common and of fpecial 
practice. : 

In general, we may fay, it is an operation of 
one animal upon another to excite wonder, by 
the operator’s producing, or feeming to produce, 
fenfible effets both in his patient, and in himfelf, 
by that kind of treatment which the art requires. 
Wonder is equally the end of Magic and of 
Magnetifm: but, as mere wonder would foon 
ceafe to pleafe the fpectators, in Magnetifm, it 
is conneéted with a pretence to fcience and piety, 
and with the affurance of producing curative, 
and other beneficial effets, “The means employed 
to gain credit to their pretenfions are various, 
and too frequently conne@ted with collufion.. 
But collufion and cant apart, they who Magnetife, 
act either mechanically, or mentally, or they 
profefs: 
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profefs. to unite thefe different modes of ation 
in their treatment. As to the reft, Sir, you 
muft know, when thefe wonder-working men 
call forth affonifhment, it is either with or without 
fupernatural affiftance. This divifion of the 
fubjed féems to include a// the ways in which 
one man can act upon another; if therefore, 
they cannot account for what is done, or if the 
laf article of the four will only account. for . 
what is moft marvellous in Magnetifm, then it 
will follow, that Animal Magnetifm, in thofe 
parts of it which have been moft. admired, is a 
compound of fraud and delufion ? 

By mechanical operation, you will not conceive 
me as {peaking according to the rigour of that 
term. You know, Sir, no man can move his 
hand with defign, without a volition and motive, 
which are not mechanical... But where manual 
operations are chiefly regarded, by what better 
name can they be called ?.. 

A Magnetift, not unknown to fame, in the 
neighbourhood of St. Luke's, found-his bufinefs 
fo much. increafe as to need affiftance. Of 
feveral of his friends -he received the help he 
fought. Never fure, were any pupils. fooner 
prepared for practice. <* Daas you fee me do,” 
was the folitary precept which they received. 
They. did as they were taught, to the great 
content, if not to the healing of many patients. 

Thefe 
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Thefe operators your friend has feen at work ; 
and wifhed, for once, to be thrown into a crifis ¢ 
- but that operation was given up without difgrace 
to the Magnetift, and without any want of 
courage in your correfpondent. Some of thefe 
mechanical artifts feemed to be as far from 
mental exertions as can well be imagined. ‘They 
{ftared about them, looked this way, and that; 
occafionally chatted on common fubjeéts, and 
feemed to be awake to the moft trifling 
occurrence. Could ¢heir manual miotions produce 
fenfible effets? So it feemed; for more than — 
one woman was thrown into convulfions. You 
"vill think. this almoft incredible ; but there are 
advocates for mechanical operations, who have 
more to fay for fuch treatment, than you yet 
have heard. They fay, we are furrounded by 
the earth’s atmofphere, which is ever in motion, 
and that all bodies, (animal bodies by no means 
excepted, are more, or lefs, affeted by ‘it. 
"They fay that if they alter, according to art, 
the current, or compound, of thefe minute 
particles of matter, near the furface of the human 
body, and direct with fkill, the difiné? magnetic 
fluid, which pervades univerfal nature, to that 
part of the animal frame of which their patient 
complains, or to thofe parts, which, being heated 
and agitated, may difperfe obftrutions, the 
patient will foon be fenfible of the falutary 
Efficacy of fuch treatment. 
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But this argument, as you will perceive, is too 
difficult for any but adepts to manage. - Indeed, 
. men are fo reluctant to fuppofe, that fuch a mafs 
of matter as has been mentioned, fo heterogene~ 

ous, and fo various, as never in any two places, 
or for one fingle hour, to be the fame near the 
furface of any particular body; men are fo 
unwilling to fuppofe that fuch a mafS of matter, 
or a diftiné property of it, or of ether gliding 
through it, is ‘under the dominion of mortal 
hands, that this argument is feldom urged, 
except it be in fome convenient corner. The 
bufinefs, therefore, is brought into clofer quarters, 
Man is confidered as a ¢ripartite being: as 
confifting of body, foul, and fpirit. Mr, 
Holloway compares the body of man toa room, 
the f{pirit to the windows, and the foul to light. 
Unhappily for this Gentleman, the words alluded 
to require a different arrangement. Both the text, 
and the defign of the Apoftle, require that the 
term fpirat fhould be confidered as the /eading term. 
If therefore, the body muf. be the room, the 
foul muft be the windows and the fpirit the light. 
Or if, according to another fimilitude which 
Mr. Holloway approves, the body, is compared 
to a building, the f{pirit to the portico, and the 
foul to the noble inhabitant, the fame error is 
equally vifible. How much better, Sir, (but 
who. will wonder at that). is Calvin’s comment 
on 
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on the fame text? Init, curiofity may be dif- 
appointed, but confcience will] be informed by his 
remarks ; by his comment, the pride of man 
may be mortified, but fuch an expofition makes a 

the heart of the believer rejoice, . 

It is faid, not only thatthe body of man is 
porous, but that effuvia iflue from it, and form 
{teams of infenfible vapour; fo that, when two 
animated bodies’ come near each other, the vapour 
from each comes into conta&, while the bodies | 


themfelves are feparate; that if, by dexterous 
management, the Magnetift- can have dominion © 
over thefe minute particles of matter, when thofe of 
his own body, and thofe of his patient’s ‘unite, 
or refift each other, he may take fenfations, 
make difcoveries, and perform'wonders. Who, 
Sir, would rob any man of this invention? Till 
the following queftions: are fairly anfwered, 
there feems to be no motive fufficient’to feduce © 
your friend to claim it as his own.» Can the 
matter which flows from us, be different from 
that which refides in. us? If it cannot, are-not 
thofe particles of matter as various as can well: 
be imagined? If it can, muft it not be fome 
ather, phlogiftion, or magnetic fluid, which is fup- 
pofed to flow through us ?. But if it paffes through 
our pores, what is their form? Have we {cales like 
fifhes? or-are we perforated with round, fquare, ” 
triangular, or irregular fiffures? May not our’ 

pores: 
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pores be in the form of a trumpet, narrow where 
the efiluvia comes forth, and wide where it comes 
out? Can the motion of the hand, upwards, or 
downwards, by -pufhing, or drawing, or by 
writhing the fingers in any pefition, heal difeafes ? 
when the‘e queitions are not merely replied to, 
but anfwered, mechanical Magnetifm will put on 
a better appearance than it has yet aflumed. 
But it is faid, there is no arguing againft 
the exiftence of facts. We may however, 
gueftion whether wonderful tales are true. Mere 
affertions, from fufpected characters, is not proof, 
Reafon refufes Magnetifers her aid to fupport 
their trumped up fame. ‘Their only refuge is an 
appeal to experience. ‘* We do not deny, but that 
a great deal is always due to experience :—but 
then, this experience fhould not be another 
man’s, but our own; not flight, but exa&; not 
deceitful, but certain; not variable, but conftant 
and perpetual—In a court of juftice, swe 
witnefles are commonly required to prove any 
thing ; which yet does not hinder us from giving 
credit to one, contrary to the ordinary rule, if he 
be a witnefs above all exception. ‘There are Avo 
witneffes likewife, in natural philofophy ; reafon 
and experience. If for want of reafon, it is 
neceflary to believe. experience alone, it is 
neceflary alfo, that it be a witnefs above all 
exception ; fuch an experience in {hort, as makes 
; D men 
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men believe that the loadftone draws iron aiter 


it. But what fort of experience is it that our 
wonder-mongers brag of ?—Pofitively, they that 
fo often. appeal to experience to prove their 
fooleries, feem to be entirely ignorant what 
experience is; what they have heard, what they 
have read, they have’ experienced. Two or 
three examples with thefe folks, make an 
infallible rule; what hath twice’ or thrice 
happened, by mere chance, hath happened by 
a certain’ neceflity of nature. What are joined 
together in ‘time, have a natural connection 
between them, whatever goes before is the caufe, 
or the fign, whatever follows, is the effect, and 
thing fignified.” Such, Sir, is the well founded 
raillery ‘of Werenfelfius, in his well written 

Differtation upon Superftition in natural things : 
How far it will apply to the prefent fubje&, you 
need not be told, 

It is ftill faid, if good be done, why are 
objeCtions multiplied Your friend, who fome- 
times reads thofe old books you have not leifure to 
confult, found in’ one a fufficient anfwer to this 
queftion. It* was written by Mr. William 
Perkins, once famous in the ' Univerfity of 
Cambridge. In his difcourfe on witchcraft,which 


the notions of the laft Century’ exa@ed from’ 


him, he fays, ‘* Of witches there are two forts : 
the bad witch, and'the good witch, for fo they 
eek | . are 
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are commonly called.”? It was. then believed, 
that bad witches could do no good, but only 
hurt; and that the good could do no hurt, but 
good only. His own opinion was, ‘ that of the 
two, the more horrible and deteftable moniter 
was the good witch; commonly called a wi/e-man, 
ora wife-woman ;”” his arguments are fuch, that as 
long as the exiftence of {uch people is admitted, 
they cannot be overthrown. But, Sir, as you 
will hardly trouble yourfelf to enquire for the 
Works of Mr. Perkins, let me, fay, there js.a 
modern pamphlet in which the plea of good being 
done by Magnetifers, is well refuted. The folly 
and danger of fuch a plea, is alfo juftly expofed 
in the Differtation already mentioned, andina 
pamphlet, publifhed with a tranilation of that 
Diilertation,which is called Occafional Thoughts 
on the power of curing the King’s Evil, afcribed 
to the Kings of England. In this ufeful piece, 
we have a report of innumerable cures performed 
by Royal hands in many parts of Europe... It 
faith, the regifter of the Royal Chapel in England, 
-exhibits a lift of .92,107 perfons touched’ by 
King Charles II. in a certain number of years. 
But if the reader regards thofe cautions which 
this fagacious authour has given, he will not run 
headlong into the.belief of any thing miraculous ; 
-but will conclude, the regifter can be an evidence 


of nothing but the weaknefs of the people, and 
2 the: 
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the willingnefs of the King to indulge it. 
When Monarchs Magnetifed, their power was 
confidered as a fpecial gift, and confined to few 
cafes: but when Mountebanks afcend the flage, 
they heal a// diforders, and boaft of doing every 
thing according to art. | 

Let us now leave mechanical operations, and 
afcend into the mental region. of the Magnetifts 
ability. To be fure, properly fpeaking, we can 
no more think without the body, in this world, 
than we can act without the mind. Nothing 
therefore, is intended by this divifion, but only to 
fpeak of fuch things feparately, as at any time, 
wre moft con{picuous. 

On wmiental Magnetifm. your friend was in 
danger of faying too much. But he is happily 
prevented, by reading Dr. T’alconer’s Differtation. 
on the Influence of the Paffions on the Diforders of 
the Body. In this Diflertation, Dr. Falconer takes. 
notice of fome of the rules and laws by which the 
human fyftem or conftitution are, in thefe refpects 
governed and conducted. Next he proceeds to 
defcribe the general effeG of the paflions on the 
frame and conftitution. The paflions he yhinks, 
with Haller, may be confidered as of two kinds ; 
fuch as excite the powers of the vital fyftem, or 
roufe the faculties into ations or fuch as deprefs 
and debilitate them. Thefe diftin@ paffions are 
defcribed, and a general inference is drawn. 


But 
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But Dr. Falconer honeftly owns many diff- . 
culties muft occur, in the management of thele 
nice and precarious inftruments. Having finithed 
his previous remarks, he attempts an application 
of what has been faid, to particular difeafes. 
This tafk called for all the talents even of fuch 
a Writer : and if you pleafe to read him: on this 
fubject, you: will meet with much better obfer- 
vations on animal ceconomy than a multitude 
of minute philofophers are able to impart. 

‘The manner in which fome men are apt to 
{wagger over their patients, is fo well depiéted by 
Dr. Falconer, and fo -applicable to the mock 
majefty of Magnetifers, it fhall here be given. 
The Door fays, ‘* Some have endeavoured to . 
acquire influence over thofe they attend, by a 
‘ftudied coarfenefs of manners, and even of 
diale&t, by confidence in the delivery of their 
fentiments, and peremptorinefs in exacting the 
mott implicit fubmiffion to their diftates. This 
method however unworthy to be purfued, has 
fometimes met with -fuccefs, but it has often 
happened that, when the novelty of the firfk 
impreffion is over, confiderate perfons are tempted: 
to examine the foundation of fuch bold pre- 
tenfions; and if, as muft often happen, the 
fuccefs and abilities of the practitioner, {hould not 
be found to correfpond with fuch lofty claims to 
deference and refped, the illufion vanithes, and 
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he is regarded only as one who attempts to- 
impofe upon the world by affluming a chara&ter 
he is unable to fupport.” Perhaps, Sir, this 
picture will remind you of fome preachers, of 
whofe airs and emptinefs, you have. more than: 
once complained. For my part, it feems to me 
fo exact a defcription. of vain and  venal. 
Magnetifts, that whenever it.occurs to my mind 
‘they almoft feem to be prefent. | 
‘The influence of one mind over another is not 
only great, but fuch as. cannot be deferibed.. 
Experiments are endlefs, and all the modes of 
making them .paft finding out. ** The conceit: 
ofa predominant or maftering fpirit, of one man: 
over another, is antient, and received ftill, even. 
in vulgar opinion.” . But as our minds are not 
infinite,. their operations muft be limited: and. 
there is ground to conclude, that thofe limits in. 
Magnetifing, are much ftraiter than is pretended. 
ss Tf the vital, or.animal faculties,were under the 
direGtion and dominion of the reafonable foul, 
natural life and death would depend, in a great 
meafure, upon the man's own will, as he would. 
then have command of all the animal fun@tions, 
which, however, in’ many cafes, he can at prefent,. 
neither forward, nor controul.” But, Sir, 'the 
Magnetilt who feels he has but little dominion at 
home, is the more anxious to fecure it abroad. 
He ftrives therefore to flart into confequence 


by: 
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_By‘working upon other peoplé.. Yet were they 
not willing to fuffer fools gladly to reign over: 
them, the conquefts of conjurers would foon be 
confined to the land of Ufopia. . Lord Bacon 
obferyes, “© when. you work upon the imagination 
of another, it is neceffary that he on whom you 
work have a precedent opinion of you,.that you 
can do frange things ; or that you are a man of 
art, as they. call it; for elfe the fimple affirmation: 
to another, that this, or that, fhall be, can work- 
but a weak impreflion on his imagination.” 
They who work upon others mutt eitherido it: 
in their prefence, or abfence. What is to be 
done in the prefence of the patient,, will beft fall’ 
in with the following article ; but menfa/ powers,. 
if Magnetifts are believed, work: with equal eafe 
and: ftrength on St.. Peter’s, or St. Paul’s, on: 
Dives or Lazarus. 
7 _ Lord Bacon, indeed, has faid «« If there be any: 
power in imagination? it is lefs credible that it 
fhould be fo incorporealand immaterate a virtue,as- 
to work at great diftances,or through all mediums, . 
er upon all bodies: but that the diftance muft be 
competent, the- medium not adverfe, and the 
body apt and proportionate.” But his lordfhip. 
was as diftant from the impertinence of modern. 
Magnetifers, as they are from his lerdihip’s 


underftanding, 
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He who pretends to treat at a diftance without 
training his patient to recetve impreflions, muft 
propofe to do it, either by fome external medium, 
er without it. If without fuch affiftance, he 
does in effect fay, Am La God at hand, and not 
afar of ? But if an-external medium of a hundred 
miles in length, and which in breadth, and height, 
is too immenfe for meafure, be neceflary, is it 
eredible, Sir, that this mafs of matter, or any 
peculiar part of it, or ether gliding through it, is 
under the controul of human volitions? ‘* Things 
themfelves, you know, cannot enter into the 
mind, but the figns of them may.” A man may 
gaze at thefe figns, and play with words, and 
ideas, till he is weary ; but abfent objects are 
undifturbed at his internal fport: his volitions 
and reveries may affe&t himfelf, but the abfent 
objet has nothing to fear, or to hope, from his 
mental exertions, You will certainly -con- 
gratulate your friend on this fa&t; becaufe, if 
thofe proud pretenders could have worked upon 


him ata diffance, you may be confident he had. 


never written you this Letter. 
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Next, Sir, det us unite the mechanical ‘ina 


mental powers of Magnetifts, and fee what a 
junction of thefe powers may produce. It has 
been repeatedly obferved, that not any operations 
of ours is either df shgit mechanical, or entirely: 
mental : 
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mental: but in common, thefe different modes 
of ation are profeffedly united ; and in that view, 
it mutt be confeffed, if the Magnetift knows how 
to read, and how to exprefs the copious language 
of the eye; if he knows how to trace the firlt 
vifible’ efe€ts of the ftirring and deprcffing 
pafhons; his looks, his motions, his voice, his 
profound filence; his queftions, hints, and. 
well-timed paufes; his anxious concern for hrs 
patient, and feerning confidence of fuccefs, may 
be fufficient to produce ftrange things y and if he 
knows how to manage them, either by himfelf 
alone, or by a fuitable fecond, (fuch as Ralpho 
was to Hudibras, Whachum to Sydrophel, or 
Romeo to Juliet’s nurfe,) what wanders he may 
perform, or what follies he may commit, a man 
of your underftanding need not be informed. 
But how this art, well or ill employed, may be 
taught, is impoflible to fay. Of medical 
authority, Dr. Falconer obferves, «* By what 
means it may be eriginally acquired, or after- 
wards maintained, is more a matter of experience, 
joined with prudence and fagacity, than capable 
of being reduced to rule and order, or of being 
exprefied in direct words.” 

You will not fufpeét, Sir, that by this 
quotation, it is intended to put medical authority 
and the affurance of Magnetifts upon par. The 
! difference. 


\ 
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difference is plain and great, Medical aathority 
is confined, to medical men ; but Magnetifts treat 
‘their patients ‘without friedital underftanding ; 
treat them, as they call it, on the moft frivolous 
pretences, not only without ‘the knowledge of 
difeafes, but without fagacity to diftinguith what 
‘emotions it would be proper either to raife, or to 
fupprefs, Their external treatment is literally 
beating the air ; which, like beating on a drum, | 
admits of no variation, but in the number, force, 
or turn of the ftrokes: whereas medical men 
prefcribe drugs which operate indepen of 
their acquired authority. 

Formerly, Magnetifers made ufe of material 
mixtures. He who would fee the groffeft mix- 
ture and Magnetifm meet, may read Maxwell’s 
Medicina Magnetica. Once, Sir, Mum was the 
grand nzfirum. The meaning of that mono- 
fyllable is now. of doubtful difputation. It may 
therefore, amufe you to take fome. notice of its 
antiquity and former fame. Mum, Sir, is of high 
original, and was once much more efteemed 
than either tar water or Bateman’s drops. We 
read of Arabian Mum, of Lybian Mum,, and of 
Egyptian Mum. We alfo read of corporal and 
fpiritual mummies ; of the ufes to which they 
have been applied, by way of fympathy, and 
antipathy, and of the mifchiefs which thefe medi- 
caments. have produced, As Mummy loft its 

reputation, 
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geéputation, and as deceptions of this kind were 
expofed, by way of derifion, it was called Mum- 
mery. Afterwards, it was common to fay of ex- 
travagant pretences, Mum for that! Finally, it 
became a fcare-crow te children, who were told 
if they were not govd, they fhould be beaten into 
a Mummy. In fome future period, Sir, Magne- 
tifm will be as obfolete as Mummy now is; and, 
as its credit decays, it will be called Maggati/m; 
and, by abbreviation, Mag. When it is thus 
run down, it will be common to fay of bold pre- 
tenders, they are MJag-fellows; and of loquacious 
huffeys, they are Mag-girls. Should this paper 
of mine be found in that period, your friend will 
undoubtedly rife in the eftimation of the ignorant, 
who will learn from it the meaning of fuch epi- 
thets, and underftand the origin of fuch *bur- 
lefque. hy 

I feel, Sir, a pleafure in drawing near the 


clofe of this long letter ; from a perfuafion that 
-the Jaft article will not appear to you ridiculous. 


Nothing remains within the compafs of my abilities 
to ftate, but to confider whether Animal Mag- 
netifna may be accounted for, on the (ground of 
Supernatural afliftance. 

Of foreign, perfonal agents, we know not 
any, but God, angels, and departed fpirits. Let 
us not take the name of God in vain, Enough 


has been faid to fhow that Magnetifm and religion 
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‘are at variance. That our Magnetifts look up to. 
angels, good or bad, does not appear. That they 
invoke departed faints, or feek the aid of pol- 
luted fpirits, cannot be faid; at leaft, your friend, - 
has no reafon to fuppofe they are addicted to fuch 
devotion. But, Sir, may not fome deceiving 
fpirit, unfolicited, impofe upon them, and do 
that, if it be done at all, which they boaft of doing 
by their own ability? For, whoever carefully 
attends to what is reported of the Juminous crifis, 
and of cures performed at a difiance, will be com- 
pelled to conclude, that thofe reports are freighted , 
with impofition, or that they are incredible on 
any other principle than what is commonly called, 
fupernatural afliftance. Csmmonly called is thrown . 
in, becaufe your friend, believes, nothing is 
jiviétly {peaking fupernatural, but what is properly. 
divine.—To fhew the poffibility of that kind of 
deception which has been fuppofed, it would be 
eafy to quote many authours, of that rank in: 
the republic of letters, who have merited efteem. 
Mr. Baxter, in his Enquiry into the Nature 
of the Human Soul, fhews that even dreaming 
cannot be the effect of mechanifm, or any 
~ caufe working mechanically; and thence that 
it.muft be the effe& of a’ living defigning caufe. 
F. Hoffman, in his Opufcula Phyfica Medica, 
gives this name to one of his Differtations, De 
Diabsli Potentia in Corpora. In this Differtation, 
| there 
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there are many curious, and fome ferious remarks 3 
with anfwers to fuch objeCtions as commonly 
occur. Lord Bacon has much to the’ fame pur- 
pofe. His lordfhip obferves, ‘* The fchool, of 
Paracelfus, and the difciples of pretended Magic, 
have been fo intemperate, as that they have ex- 
alted the power of imagination to be much one 
with the power of miracle-working faith.” His 
Lordfhip adds, “ others that draw nearer to pro- 
bability, calling to their view the fecret paflages of 
things, and efpecially of the contagion which 
paffes from body to body, do conceive it fhould 
likewife be agreable to nature, that there fhould 
be fome tranfmiffions and operations from fpirit 
to fpirit, without the mediation of the fenfes, 
whence the conceits have grown, now almoft 
made civil, of the maftering {pirit, and the force 
of confidence, and the like. Incident unto this, 
is the enquiry how to raife and fortify the ima- 
gination ; for if the imagination fortified have 
power, then it is material to know how to 
fortify and exalt it. And herein comes in crook- 
edly and dangeroufly, a palliation of a great 
part of ceremonial Magic, For it may be pre- 
tended, that ceremonies,’characters and charms, 
do work, not with any tacit, or facramental 
contra& with evil fpirits, but ferve only to 
ftrengthen the imagination of him that ufeth it; 
as images are faid by the Roman Church, to 
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fix the cogitations, and raife the devotions of 
them that pray before them. But,” fays his 
hordfhip, ‘* for mine own judgment, if it be ad- 
mitted that the imagination hath power, and that 
ceremonies fortify imagination, and that they be 
ufed fincerely and intentionally for that purpofe ; 7 
yet I fhould hold them wxlawful, as oppofing to 
that firft'edi& which God gave toman, Jn fudore 
wultus comedes panem tuum. For they propound 
thofe noble effects, which God has fet forth unto 
man to be bought at the price of /abour, to be 
obtained by a few ea/y and /lothful obfervances.” 

Here, Sir, you will remark, that Lord Bacon 
thought very little of the power of imagination 
over abfent objets. Imagination may fhine in 
poetry, but unlefs it is aflifted by fight, or tranf- 


mitted by words, it will not reach us, when we. 


are diftant from the imaginant, by fympathy, or 


volition. You fee too, that dread, according to 


his lordfhip’s judgment, is the reward of /adour ; 
meaning not bread alone, in the literal fenfe, 
but that which is either valuable, or nutritious, 
- Jt is true, Sir, that Magnetifts make a great 
parade of engaging a// our powers in the manage- 
ment of their fecret; but pretence and reality, 


are widely feparated, however near a novice may 


conceive they are brought together. 
Dr. Brown, in his Treatife of Vulgar Errors, 
after laying before us many caules of our mif- 
eins 
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fakes, adds, ‘ But befides the infirmities of 
liuman nature, the feed of error within our- 
felves, and the feveral ways of delufion from 
each other, there is an invifible and fecret pro- 
moter without us, whofe a@tivity is undifcerned, 
and plays in the dark upon us; and that is the 
firft contriver of error, and profefled oppofer of 
truth, the devi. 

But Mr. Holloway hopes he is out of the 
teach of this decerver; becaufe Satan is fuppofed 
by that gentleman, never to be the occafional. 
caufe of doing good; whereas HE certainly aims 
at nothing elfe. He does cures to-day and to- 
morrow, and reads Lectures to refine the undem 
ftanding, and to harmonize, and regulate the 
difpofitions of the heart. “The philofophy which 
he teaches, undermines the tenets of the dzher/2, 
-and accounts for a thoufand occurrences in life, 
that can receive light from no other fource. 
What has Satan to do with all this; unlefs it be 
to revile it, and to ftir up the Examiner to wiite 
againft it? 

Is Mr. Holloway, Sir, of whom you fay you 
have fome knowledge, fo ignorant of Satan's 
devices as not to know that vanity reigns in 
feeming excellente ; and that where it reigns, 
the dominion of our common Adverfary is 
fecuredP Is he, with all he is faid to have feen 
of his own infide, a ftranger to the vanity of his 
iv E 2 own 
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swwn heart? What can be more. vain than the 
language of his. cards, and advertifements ? 
What can be more vain than his venturing to 
tell a man, in his. firft interview with him, the 
fecret purpofe of his mind? What can be more 
vain than his attempting to difcover the thoughts 
of his friends, who, at his requeft, retired into 
another room that he might difplay his deepeft 
{kill ? What can be more vain than his affe@ting 
to be fuddenly interrupted by fome uneafy fen- 
fations, while he was reading what he calls a 
Philofophical Le&ture to his pupils? Drawing 
his hand acrefs his face, he faid, ‘*-Oh! dear, 
I,am magnetifed ; it is very odd; but I know 
who it is that has magnetifed me; it is rh 
though that Lady was then in the country? 
You may think, Sir, he is overcharged with 
vanity: but he cannot forget fuch recent attempts 


to agerandize himfelf; and his confcience will 
one day inform him, they were as ridiculous as 
they were oftentatious. . 

Other Magnetifts have been equally vain ; 
equally ridiculous. One inftance more will be 
thought fufficient. Mr. Cue firft treated his — 
patients in the common, way, ftanding near to 
them, and working with his hands, according 
to Mefmer’s method ;. afterwards, he ftood: at 
the diftance of three yards, but {till continued 


to ufe his arms, and to fhake his fingers; but 
of 
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of late, not only his diftance from the patient-is 
increafed, but he ftands with felf-important 
look, feemingly inactive, with his hands folded 
under his. arms; and produces a crifis with fo 
much eafe to himfelf, that a fpectator would be 
in doubt. whether the operation was not chiefly, 
mental, or whether it was not a previous compact. 
between him and the willing fubject of his 
healing art. As he ftood, or fat, in this majeftic 
pofture, a patient told Mr. Cue, ‘* This reminds 
me of what was faid to Chrift: J brought him te 
thy difciples and they could not cure him.” ‘The 
reafon he affigned was, “* For your aff/ftants 
work, but you have.no need to move your hands.” 
You muft not imagine, Sir, that Mr. Cue would 
be offended with fuch a compliment. He can, 
bear the grofleft adulation, and.enjoy the coarfeft 
applaufe. ‘* O! Sir,’’ faid one, who was fure 
to pleafe him, ‘* your hands have great power.” 
This notion he attempted to confirm by faying 
of one of-his patients, «¢ I did but fouch her hand, 
and fhe went into a crilis.”? Your friend, faw 
one poor girl at his /oep in this difguiting fitua- 
tion. He afked Mr. Cue how long the crifis 
would continue. The anfwer was, ‘* As long) 
as I pleafe, Sir.” To make good his preten- 
fions, the girl was foon reieafed ; but on faying 
fhe was not quite well, Mr. Cue, folding. his , 
-arms afreih, gave me a nod, and told me the 
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fhould go-into a crifis again. ‘This was foon’ — 
effe&ted ; at leaft as much as before; with what 
advantage to the patient, (who feemed very fit 
for Mr. Cue’s purpofe,) it does not yet appear. 

If, Sir, Satan has no agency in exciting fuch 
vanity, # he is not in any refpect, the occafional 
caufe of fuch arrogance; if he has not at all 
deceived thofe profeffors of chriftianity who have ~ 
paid five guineas each to learn Animal Magnetifm, 
nor thofe minifters who have been decoyed by 
the promife of gratuitous inftruction, and urged : 
by curisfity, to learn that pretended {cience, and: 
to abet its meaneft teachers; if, Sir, Satan has 
no fort of agency in this bad bufinefs, and no” 
end to anfwer by fuch extravagance, in’ what 
need we be alarmed at his delufions? . 

The dotrine of demons has been fo toffed 
about in polemical productions, as to ex=— 
hibit a very mournful proof of the weaknefs of’ 
the human underftanding. In one age, all evil, 
phyfical and moral, is faid to be from wicked 
jpirits. In another, this doctrine is renounced, - 
confidered as abfurd, and even the exiftence of ’ 
fuch fpirits is called in queftion; or at leaft’ 
their power to do us any mifchief. Whence 
this revolution of fentiment? Why, Sir, faith’ 
in what God has faid, feems to have given oc-- 
cafion to fome perfons to turn afide to credulity: 
from credulity {prang fuperftition ; from fuper- 
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ftition fallied forth endlefs impoftors ; as thefe 
montters multiplied, incredulity appeared ; fophifts 
nourifhed the noxious produétion, till it became | 
popular; fo that mw, THEY are liable to be treated 
as irrational, who believe that any myftery of 
iniquity.is after the working of Satan, with all 
power, and figns, and lying wonders: or who 
believe, that as the ferpent beguiled Eve, through 
his fubtilty, fo the minds of men may yet be 
corrupted from the fimplicity that is in Chrift. 
But weare told,on the highelft authority, thatSatan 
himfelf, is transformed into an angel of light, and 
that.therefore it is no great thing, if his minifters . 
alfo, be transformed as the minifters of righteouf- 
nefs; whofe end fhall be according to their 
works. Such, Sir, is the report and judgment. 
of one far better acquainted with the invifible 
world than we are: nor have we any reafon to 
affert, that though it was fo when Paul wrote? 
his infpired Epiftles, it is not fo now. Such’ 
things undoubtedly have been, are, and will be. 
But what particular delufions may happen in our 
days, who is able to prediét? Inftead of fuch 
pretenfion, permit me, Sir, to fay, Beware lef 
any man [pol you through philofophy and vain deceit, 
after the tradition of men, after the rudiments Ff 
the world, and not after Chri. 
For this long letter no apology can be ex- 
pected. You wifhed me to take my own time, 
provided 
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provided you had at Jaft a full account> of this 
{trange bufinefs. You faid, the winter evenings. 
were coming on, when you fhould have leifure 
to read all that could be collected on Magnetifm. 
You have, Sir, in this letter, and in the pam- 
phlets and papers that come with it, every thing 
your friend could colle& to give you fatisfa@ion. 
Should new, or better thoughts occur, they fhall 
be fent you without delay, On your part, if 
you hear of a refpectable antagonift who means 
to refute the preceding reports, or to fhew. the 
want of argument.in the foregoing remarks, in- 
dulge me with ‘fuch information. He who has. 
written fo much to fatisfy you, is yet open to 
conviction: fuffer him to fay, that alone will 
make himi recant doing what he has done, to 
check the vain ,pretenfions of defigning men. 
Here, Sir, this Letter would have clofed, had 
not Mr. Holloway made an-unexpected addition 
to his vain. pretenfions. _As he has now fent: 
pompous propofals from houfe to houfe, both in 
the City, and at the weft end of the Town; as; 
by thefe propofals, it /eems to be his intention 
to publifh the principles of his Original Le@tures. 
as delivered by himfelf ; as the price of his pro- 
mifed Quarto is to. be one guinea; as he entreats. 
for immediate application, from his fubfcribers, 
that he may afcertain what number to print; as 
his, Leétures. are yet delivered as ufual, though 
: his" 
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his terms are lowered, it is thought this {cheming 
Gentleman forefees his fall, and withes to flide 
down as fafely as he can. He-means therefore, 
to give a plaufible account of his philofophical 
fyftem, provided the public will make it worth 
his while; and, by fo doing, to glean up all the 
Guineas. good-natured people are willing to im- 
part, while the precarious feafon of his reputa- 
tion lafts. His propofed Quarto, elegantly 
printed, on fuperfine wove paper, and hot-pref- 
fed, will either contain what he is pleafed to 
call his fecret, or it will not. If it does contain | 
the cleyftered tale, it will be evident, that while 
he bound his pupils to keep it clofe, he did not 
mean to bind himfelf, by any tie of honour, not 
to make it common, whenever he might think 
it proper to reveal it. If this expenfive book 
does not contain his fecret, fo written, that he 
who runs may read it, can Mr. Holloway be. 
confident, that all his fubfcribers will bear to 
be thus infulted. They will not. Several of 
his pupils are already offended with his laft ad- 
vertifement; and they have reafon to be alarmed. 
For, in it, he propofes to authenticate the whole 
of his fyftem by indifputable facts, and by ex- 
tracts of Letters from refpectable correfpondents. 
What are thefe facts? ‘The wonder-working 
feats which he and other Magnetifts fancy they 
have performed, What are thefe Letters 2 

. Effufions 
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Effufions of magnetical friendthip, fuch as not - 
ene writer in ten would with the fober part of 
mankind to read. Refle&ting on thefe things, a 
refolution was formed to fend you the fecret of 
this great man in a narrow compafs. Compare 
it, Sir, if ever you fee his Quarto, with his 
own account. Judge for yourfelf,, whether 
Animal Magnetifm has not received an: affe@ing’ 
blow in the foregoing papes, withouts availing 
myfelf of the following information. He that 
fays, an opponent does not" w. what it is, 
does in effect fay, it is ? ich he does know. 
He may therefore,’look over his little ftock of 
knowledge, and multiply his negatives in propor- 


tion to his underftanding. If he is difpofed to 
be pofitive, and it be only granted him, it is the 
operation of one man upon another, he may 
confider in how many ways this operation may 
be diverfified ; and if none of them will account 
for thofe effects which Magnetifts affirm ‘ey pro- 
- duce, he has. a right to conclude, that what is 
not thus to be accounted for, isa compound of 
fraud and delufion. On thefe principles, you have 
had many of my obfervations: but now, Sir, 
you fhall have the fecret juft as it fell into my 
hands, 

‘This Letter was begun the latter end of Sep~_ 
tember; and has been carried on as additional 
matter was prefented, and as opportunity to re- 

fume 
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fume the fubje& would admit. The fir? account 
of the fecret which came to.me, was tranfmitted 
in ananonymous Letter. It:was very fhort, and 


the authour of it is yet tome unknown. Here 
is a copy : 
RB MERS 

«¢ Having been informed that you were 
difappointed hearing the LeQtures of Mr. John 
Holloway, I have taken the liberty of informing 
you that thofe things which are here inclofed, 
are the particular fubje&ts which he goes upon. 
- I muft conclude, withing you may be enabled to 
expofe every thing contrary to real religion, and 


- found reafon. 
’ From your friend, &c.” 


"This Letter was received O&. 7th, 1790, 
‘On the oppofite page of this laconic Epiftle, the 
following words, and no more, were found Seen 
Mental Abfiraétion. Attention to an cbje&i. Inten- 
tion ta do this object good. Sympathy towards this © 
objet. Confidence that I raed do this object £00, 
Volition. 


é 

Is this, faid I, the profound myftery? Is this 
the bewitching fecret, that charms and enchants 
on every fide? Is this the sAing by which fo 
_ many cures, and fo many feats, are {aid to have 
been performed? Is this the fcience by which a 
Jump of knowledge may be grafped at once? Im- 
poffible. 
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_ poffible. My anonymous friend is, in fa@t, un 
friendly. It is a trick played off upon the 
Examiner, to make him, by his fuppofed credu- 
lity, appear ridiculous. Such, Sir, were my 
refleGtions: but foon different thoughts prevailed. 
For on laying this Letter before fome of 
Mr. Holloway’s pupils, they faid, it left me /ittle 
or nothing to learn. Judge Sir, of my furprife, 
Till now, it feemed ftrange that a fecret, in fo 
many hands, was kept ; but now it appears, 
faame will account for their remarkable taci- 
turnity. 

Wext Sir, a Gentleman who had heard your 
fiend was attempting to examine into the merits. 
and demerits of magnetifm, informed me, that 
one of his acquaintance, -who had attended Mr. 
Holloway’s Lectures, was not only much diffatis- 
fed, but difpofed to tell me the grounds of her. ) 
difguft. Her account was heard with attentions 
It was difpaffionate, clear, and copious. <A 
Letter, which fhe had fent to Mr. Holloway. 
éonvinced me of her fincerity, and his reply to 
that Letter, marked, in my opinion, Avs chicane. 
‘At. the «clofe of) this interview, your friend 
obferved, that what he had done, and was doing, 
proceeded from a perfuafion it would be wrong 
‘n him, not to do his belt to difabufe his friends, 
and others, who had been ftrangely enfnared, 
But, he added, as he could only anfwer for 

e Bi himfelf, 
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thimfelf, he withed’ her to do nothing which 
might hurt the feelings of her. own mind. If, 
faid he, on a review of what has been faid, you 
with to communicate your thoughts in writing, 
they will be regarded ; otherwife, no notice will 
be taken of this morning’s converfation. The 
‘confequence was, a Letter was fent me, O&ober 
23d, written on her belief that fhe could not be 
bound to keep that fecret which was detrimental 
to fociety. Prefled with this conviction, fhe 
concluded to reveal what fhe knew, was, in fuch 
‘acafe, her duty. Fromthis Letter, fome extra&ts 
have been®already made: and now, Sir, what 
has been promifed, fhall be given you from the 
fame pen.. : 

'«© When the Magnetift attempts to take the 
fenfations of a-perfon, or to perform a cure, or to 
produce a crifis, he puts himfelf in the fituation 
of fitting, kneeling, or ftanding, which ever is 
the moft convenient: but for taking fenfations, 
fitting in an eafy potture, at a {mall diftance 
from the perfon, is the ufual method. ‘Then the 
marvellous work begins. He mutt diveft his 
mind of every care and anxiety, of every thought 
and thing, except the perfon before him. His 

mind muft be calm and placid asa fummer’s 
evening, and his body in an attitude of eafe. In 
this ftate of felf abftra&tion, his attention mutt 
be wholly fixed upon the perfon before him, and 


F upon 
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wpon the effects he defires to accomplifh : this 
mu{t be accompanied with as fixed an intention. 
Added to this intenfe attention and intention, 
there mut be in the fourth place, affe@tion, or 
defire; a ftrong, fervent, benevolent wifh to 
perform this fame wonder or cure. Fifthly, 
there muft be fympathy, or a fympathetic concern 
for the perfon to be relieved. Sixthly, volition, 
or a determined refolution of the will to perform 
it: and feventhly, a perfect confidence of fuccefs, 
You will obferve, Sir, there muft be 1, Self 
Abjiratiion. 2. Attention. 3. Intention, 4. Affeciion 
or Defire. 5. Sympathy. 6, Volition. 7, Confidence, 
or faith in the success. ‘Thus,” fays my in- 
formant, ‘* the whole foul is to be engaged in the 
work, and. muj?, or no effect will follow: the 
leaft wandering, or doubt, mars the whole.” She 
adds, ‘* the powers of the foul being drawn to this 
point, the eye, of the body, is fuppofed to be 
the grand mean of conveyance, or that which 
throws the influence of thefe united powers into 


the object to whom they are directed. So much — 


for the foul. Then, as the Jody is fuppofed to be 
continually furrounded with effluvia, or an 
atmofphere, proceeding from itfelf, the hands 
of the Magnetit being exercifed, in different 
motions, according as the joccafion requires, 
conduct the effuvia to the obje& upon which jit 
‘is intended to “a@, .and thereby aflifts the 

| operations 
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Sa ae, 
Operations of the foul: thus the foul and body 
are doth engaged: in the work ; but the eye is 
reckoned the grand conveyance of influence, every 
beyond the operation of the hands. ‘The fuccefs 
of this operation is various, according to the 
power which the Magnetift pofleffes of exercifing 
his faculties. But when that power is exercifed, 
as I have defcribed, Mr. Holloway affures his 
ftudents it feldom fails of fuccefs.—If the perfon 
to be operated upon is abfent, the fame method 
is to be purfued: the imagination muft take in 


?? concludes 


the perfon as prefent.—-This, Sir, 
my informant, ‘‘is the grand fecret of Magnett{m: 
it is the fub{tance of the Lectures divefted of 
technical terms, arguments to prove the poflibility 
of this and of the other affertion, and a 
multiplicity of cafes with which the Ledtures 
abound: and, I am fure if Mr. Holloway himfelf, 
were to read this aceount, he could not, 
confiftent with truth, deny that this is the whole 
Secret,” 

Here I formed a fecond refolution to clofe 
my Letter. But to-day, December 7th, was put 
into my hands, ** A practical difplay of the 
philofophical fyftem called Animal Magnetifm, 
in which is explained different modes of treating, 
with fome medical obfervations on the difeafes of 
the human body, which it is peculiarly adapted to 
relieve; together with the manner and reafon- 


Pig ablenefs. 
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ablenefs of ab/ent treatment :. the whole calculated 
to inftru& every capacity in the rational principles 
and practice of the myflerious {fcience.” ‘This: _ 
long-winded, fallacious title, is followed with > 
only fixieen pages, loofely printed, without the 
quthour’s name, without a bookfeller’s name,. 
but fold, without reluG@ance, at the modeft price 
of five fthilliags! This curiofity you will- and, 
with other curious things, in the parcel fent you 
by the Leicefter coach. It is too bad to fuppofe 
this pamphlet was written by Mr. Holloway : 
though it is no mean copy of his conceit. Whether 
it was written by fome Jad, who has liftened to. 
his lore, who withes to pick up a few fhillings 
again{t the approaching holidays, or by fome di/— 
| interefied zealot, you fhall hear when rumour 
gives place to credible report. ‘This pamphleteer 
has given but four fecret articles out of the 
Jeven, But why Mr, Holloway thought of /even, 
is, perhaps, to every body, but himfelf, unknown. 
Whether it was becaufe it is faid there are feven 
{ciences, or that feven has been confidered a 
perfect number, or that the feventh fon has an 
hereditary right to heal difeafes, or that feven 
times feven is forty-nine; of all this, nothing 
but conjecture flies abroad, Be this as it may, 
it is certain that in the feven articles there is not 
one, no not one which is addreffed to the under- 
ftanding. The mere arangement of them fhews 


a mer of intelleé&t which you will pity. Buta 
different 


a i 

different emotion will be felt when you recolle&, 
that this myftery begins in a pretence of [elf 
abjiraciion, and ends, without pretence, in /e/f 
confidence. "Vhe arcanum is seL¥F throughout. 
‘Vhough not any thing relative to the fecret, is 
likely to be of rea/ fervice in healing difeafes, 
yet, it mutt be granted, this art may be 
dangerous to the practitioner, as well as hurtful 
to the patient. What think you of the following 
fa&t. A miferable wretch, who, with great 
difficulty, uttered fore threat, fat down to be 
treated. Two Gentlemen, (who perhaps had 
fent him, and were fuppofed to be in fome 
branch of the faculty,) being fpeftators, wifhed 
to have his throat examined. One of them 
undertook the tafk, and found it rotten with the 
F—(\Difeafe: he drily faid to the operator, «If 
you do him any good, J fhall wonder.” The 
operator afks, (for he has fince declined the prac- 
tice,) ‘© Was this a fituation to exercife fympathy 
with fafety ?” What, Sir, can we think of taking 
Jenfations from fuch an objet? 

The injury which has been done to patients, 
both in dedy, and in mind, by Animal Magnetifm, 
efpecially in the Jaffer, by. giving them idle 


-* apprehenfions of fcience, and rafh notions of 


religion, is very great. As this new fy{tem is 
admired, a patient inveftigation of truth, and 
a fober attention to fa@, will be out of fafhiom 
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The attempts which have been miade, and are ftilt 
making to magnify human ability, both natural 
and moval; the attempts which have been made, 
and are {till making to leffen our confidence in , 
Gop, and to increafé our confidence in an arm 
of flefo, are both numerous and monitrous. How 
will you bear to be told, that deafnefs may be 
cured by the mental ideas of a doctor entering 
into the ear of his patient, and carried, as ity) 
were, through his head? How will you bear to be 
told, that ‘* In order to perform ab/ent treatment,. 
retire, fit down for a few minutes, be perfectly 
colleéted, and. as much as poffible abftracted ; 
confider the powers you are poilefled of, and 
what you wifh to perform to your abfent friend 5 
form his idea in your mind, fix on it for fome 
‘time, and defcend flowly, from the head down- 
wards, till, by the power of fympathy, you feel 
yourfelf as it were in contact with him, and 
fnd a correfpondent pain, which you muft 
endeavour to remove :” how, Sir, will you bear 
to read this prefcription? You, fee, the wi/> 
of the Magnetift is the Jaw of abfent treatment, 
and, that he is fuppofed to be poffefled of powers: 
adequate to that law. But if he forms the idea 
of his friend in his mind, is that fancy his 
friend, is that idea flefh and blood? If he fixes - 
on it for fome time, his own mind indeed, may 
be affected, but his abfent friend, if not a 

confederate 
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confederate with the Magnetiit, comes into no 
conta& with him by fuch treatment. To talk 
of defcending flowly and gradually through the 
head of this zdea downwards—what madnefs! | 
Confult the pamphlet, and find, if you can, 
a fober page. Yet this poor piece has already 
been pillaged, (December 17th) by adifciple of 
Mr. Cue’s; who has publifhed what he calls «« A 
true and genuine Difcovery of Animal Eleétricity 
and Magnetifm,” under pretence of defeating 
«« all counterfeit defcriptions of the fame.”— 
Here too, you have fixteen pages, price only one 
fhilling! May we not fay to fuch Magnetifts, 
The Lord hath rejecied your confidences, and ye {hail 
not profper in them ?—You have my thoughts on 
this filly fubjeGt without difguife: Jet me, Sir, 
have your’s on this Letter without referve, 


THE 
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Ms a 
NOW, good Sir, we’re here alone, 

As we make, you know, but one *; 

Tell me then, the fecret, do; 

All I hear I tell to you. 


me 
_ Hear then, wife, undaunted hear, 
You have naught of me to fear ; 
Do not dread the wond’rous tale, 
But of it yourfelf avail. 


Self from felf you Aut divide, 
The upper from the nether fide ; 
Thus, my dear, you muft begin: 
Can you, child, take all this in? 


4. 

Next attend to A. or B. 

As you now attend to me; 

Then intend to do him good ; 
This, I fee, is underftood, 

Love him much, {1 mean no harm,) 
Let your heart be light and warm ; 
Raife, O raife, your mental fire, 
Kindle up a pure defire. 


Spread your hands and dart your eyes, 
With your patient fympathife ; — 
Catch his pain, and hold it faft, 

You can fhake it off at laft. 


Now, my dear, what women love 4, 
Brifkly that with vigour move ; 
Will his‘cure, and, ftrange to fay, 
You will drive difeafe away. 

# See Mr. Holloway’s card. 

+ Volition, 


(76975) 


8. 
Let no doubt invade your breatt, 
Be compos’d, and quite at reft ; 
Quite fecure that you can heal, 
As well as for your patient feel. 
Q. 
You look queer, and well you may, 
Yet it’s all I had to fay; 
It’s the fum of all that’s faid ; 
“Turn it in your thoughtful head. 
a 106 
Truft yourfelf, in felf confide, 
This is bottom, top, and fide ; 
This is all that they can teach, 
This is what they love to preach. 
11. 
And is this, faid fhe, their fkill 3 
What ! is shis to fave or kill ?, 
Can this be their boafted art ? 
Women act a better part. 
12. 
Who for this wou’d vow and pay ? 
Who fuch tricks as thefe would play ? 
Soon the vain and venal fcheme, 
Muft appear a waking dream. 
13. 
Wife thy wit appears to me, 
Better far than this Bohea ; 
May it fparkle, may it fhine, 
Long as I can call thee mine. 
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THE 


EXAMINER EXAMINED. 


LETTER, 1 
SIR, 


Your pamphlet, entitled Animal Magnetifm 
Examined, in a Letter to a Country. Getidainan, 
came yefterday into my hands; and, having had 
-imy curiofity excited by the various reports of the 
nature and effects, together with the ufe and abufe, 
of what generally paffes under that appellation, I 
‘did not delay to read your letter; in the title to 
which you have given me, in common with the 
reft of the public, to expe@ that you had fairly 
flated the fcience* itfelf, as it is taught by its va- 
rious profeflors ; and then, that you had performed 
that which, in common underftanding, might 


* Tufe the term ftience merely as it is thus denomi- 
nated by its profeffors, without determining mriether ot it 
be or be not properly fo called. 
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fairly be called an examination of its nature and 
properties. 

The. information contained in your letter is fo 
fcattered and intermixed, that it is really neceflary 
for me, and perhaps it may be for others, to col- 
lect it together, in order to afcertain whether, at 
One view, it has the appearance of probabability 
that this is what is taught by each, or by all, the 
profeflors as-a fcience. Scattered and inter- 
mixed as it is, I confefs it has not; and, prima 
facie, | am led to conclude that your letter is not 
anfwerable to its title. But we will’ fee what ap- 
pearance it aremine when it is is collected to- 

gether, ° 
~ You pafs through 31 pages out of 64 behets 
you begin “ to confider what Animal Magnetifm 
“¢ really is5’ and then you ‘tell us that you-are © 
going to. confider ity«not<in its principles, but 
merely ‘ as it appears in the courfe. of common 
and of fpecial praétice.”—-P. 32. “ In general 
“we may fay it is an operation of one animal 
“‘ upon another to excite wonder, by the opera~ 
“ tor’s producing, or feeming to produce, fen- 
© fible effets, both in-his patient and ‘in himfelf, 
“ by that kind of treatment which the art re- 
“ quires.”” Is this ftating what each or any of” 
the profeffors teach? ~P. 34.0 Fhey fay, we are 
* “ furrounded by the’eatth’s atmofplrere, which is 


“ ever in motion; aad that all bodies (animal bo- 
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dies by no means excepted) are more or lefs 
affected by it. ‘They fay, that if they alter, ac- 


. cording to art, the current or compound of thefe 


minute particles of matter near the furface of the 
human body, and dire&t with fkill the diftinc 
magnetic ‘fluid, which pervades univerfal nature, 
to that part of the animal frame of which their 
patient complains, or to thofe parts which, be- 
ing heated and agitated, may difperfe obftruc- 
tions, the patient will foon be fenfible of the 
falutary efficacy -of fuch treatment.”—P. 35. 
Man is confidered as a tripartite being; as con- 
fitting of body, foul, and fpirit. Mr. Hollo- 
way compares the body of man to a room, the 
{pirit to the windows, and the foul to light. 
Another fimilitude which Mr. Holloway ap- 
proves, is to compare the body to a building, 
the fpirit to a portico, and the foul to the noble 
inhabitant.”—P. 36. % It is faid, not only that 
the body of man is porous, but. that effluvia 
iffue from it, and form’ fleams of infenfible va- 
pour; fo that, when two animated bodies come 
near each other, the vapour from each comes 
into contact, while the bodies themfelves are — 
feparate ; that if by dexterous management the 
magnetift can Have dominion over thefe minute 
particles of matter, when thofe of his own body 
and thofe of his patients unite or refift each 
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“ other, he may take fenfations and perform won- 
“ ders.”’——-P. 52. “ Mr, Cue firft treated his pa- 
“* tients in the common way, ftanding near to them 
and working with his hands, after Mefimer’s 
method ; afterwards he f{tcod at the diftance of 
“ three yards, but ftill continued to ufe his arms 
“and fhake his fingers. But of late, not. onty 
“ his diftance from the- patient is increafed, but 
“he ftands with felf-important look, feemingly 
inactive, with his hands folded under his arms, 
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“¢ and produces a crifis with fo much eafe to him- 
“« felf, that a fpeator would be in doubt whether 
.“ the operation was not chiefly mextal, or whether 
“ 3t was not a previous compact between him and 
“¢ the willing fubject of his healing art.”’ 

This is the whole of the information that you 
have given relative to the {cience itfelf, as far as page 
585 and with which you tell us your Jetter would 
have clofed had not Mr. Holloway made an un- 
expecied addition to. his vain .pretenfions. From 
-what follows we learn that you were then ignorant 
of the very heads under which your anonymous 
corrcfpondent affures you the fcience is taught; ~ 
and that the “ firft account of the fecret came to _ 
«© you the 7th of Oftober,”’ which was fome time 
after you began to write upon the fubject. So 
that it appears to be attended with very little diffi- 
culty for you to write upon a fubject of which you 

conteis 
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_confefs yourfelf at the time to have been. ers 
ignorant. . 

However we pafs on to the fecret itfelf, as dit. 
clofed to you firft by an anonymous, and afterward 
by a female correfpondent.—P. 59. ‘The former 
“ takes the liberty of informing you, that thofe 
“ things which are here enclofed are the particular 
‘© futjeéts which Mr. John Holloway goes upon in 
& his lectures.”—Which THINGS are ‘“ mental 
‘6 abftraction, attention to an object, intention to 
do this obje& good, fympathy towards this ob- 
“¢ jet, confidence that I fhall do this obje& good, 
© volition.” | 

“ Next, Sir,’’ you tell us, “a gentleman who 
¢¢ had heard that you were attempting to examine 
‘< the merits and demerits of magnetifm,”” procured 
for you a female correfpondent. ‘This gentleman 
certainly was your friend; and very properly con- 
fidered that it might not be amifs for you to be fur- 
nifhed with the fubject itfelf, upon the merits and 
demerits of which he had heard that your thoughts 
had been previoufly employed; that when your 
examination appeared your candid readers might 
not fuppofe that you had forgot the fubject. 

«© When the magnetift,” fays your female cor- 
refpondent, “ attempts to take the fenfations of a 
* perfon, or to perform a cure, or to produce a 
“ crifis, he puts himfelf in the fituation of fitting, 
“ kneeling, or ftanding, whichever is the moft 

“© convenient ; 
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“ convenient; but, for taking fenfations, fitting 
“* in an eafy pofture, at a fmall diftance from the 
perfon, is the ufual method. Then the marvel- 
lous work begins. He muft diveft his mind of 
“every care and anxiety, of every thought and 
“ thing, except the perfon before him. His mind 
muft be calm and placid as a fummer’s evening, 
“¢ and his body in an attitude ofeafe. In thig ftate 
of felf-abitraction his attention muft be wholly 
fixed upon the perfon before him, and upon the 
effects he defires to accomplifh: this muft be 
accompanied with as fixed an intention. Added - 
to this intenfe attention and intention, there muft 
“ be, in the fourth place, affection or defire; a- 
“ ftrong, fervent, benevolent with to perform this 
“ fame wonder or cure. Fifthly, there muft be 
“ fympathy, or a fympathetic concern, for the per- 
*© fon to be relieved. Sixthly, volition, ora deter~ 
“ mined refolution of your will to perform it; and, 
« feventhly, a perfect confidence of fuccefs.”” You 
well obferve, Sir, there muft be, 1, Self-abftrac-_ 
tion, 2. Attention, 3. Intention, 4. Affection or 
Defire, 5. Sympathy, 6. Volition, 7. Confidence, - 
or Faith in the fuccefs. ‘Thus the whole foul is to 
be engaged in the work, and mu/?, or no effect will 
follow; the leaft wandering or doubt mars the 
whole. The powers of the foul being drawn 
to this point, the eye of the body is fuppofed to 


be the grand mean of conveyance, or that which 
throws 
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throws the influence of thefe united powers into the 


object to whom they are direfted. So much for 
foul. Then, as the body is fuppofed to be conti- 
nually furrounded with effluvia, or an atmofphere 
proceeding from itfelf, the hands of the magnetift, 


being exercifed in different motions, according as 
the occafion requires, conduct the effluvia to the 
ebject upon which it is intended to act, and there. 
by. aflifts the operations of the foul: “ thus the 
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foul and body are beth engaged in the work ; 
but the eye is reckoned the grand conveyance 
of influence, even beyond the operation of the 
hands. ‘The fuccefs of this operation is vari- 
ous, according to the power which the mags — 
netift pofieffes of exercifing his faculties... But 
when that power is exercifed as I have defcribed, 
Mr. Holloway affures his ftudents it feldom fails 
of fuccefs, If the perfon to be operated upon 
is abfent, the fame method is to be purfued: 


the imagination muft take in the perfon as pre- 


fent. ‘This, Sir, is the grand fecret of magnet- 
im; it is the fubftance of the lectures divefted 
of technical terms, arguments to prove the pof- 
ibility of this and of the other aflertion, anda 
multiplicity of-.cafes with which the leCtures 
abound; and I am fure, if Mr. Holloway him- 
felf were to read this account, he could nat, 

* confiftent 
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© confiftent with e truth, deny that this is the 
“¢ whole fecret.”’ . 

Here you would have hes concluded, but from 
an anonymous publication you learn that there are 
but “ four fecret articles ;’? and that this anony- 
mous author directs that, ‘¢ in order to perform 
“¢ abjent treatment, retire, fit down for a few mi- 
“ nutes, be perfectly collected, and, as much as 
** poffible, abftracted; confider the powers you 
“ are poffeffed of, and what you with to perform 
-“ to your abfent friend; form his idea in your 
“ mind, fix on it for fome time, and defcend 
“ flowly from the head downwards, till, by the 
‘¢ power of fympathy, you feel yourfelf, as it were, 
“© in conta& with him, and find a correfpondent 
“© pain, which you muft endeavour to remove.” 

Thus the information you have given to the 
public of the fcience itfelf clofes: and here I 
take liberty to afk a few important queftions. 
1. Is this body of information all included in the 
{cience that Dr. De Mainauduc, Dr. Benamor, Mr. 
Cue, Mr. Holloway, Mr. Loutherbourg, Mr, 
Parker, and Dr. Yeldal (vide p. 10), profefs to 
‘teach? 2. Does this contain the whole of the 
fcience each of them profeffes to teach? If thefe 
two queftions are anfwered in the affirmative, then 
I afk, upon what authority are they fo anfwered? 
Do each of thofe gentlemen avow your reprefenta- 

tion 
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tion of the fcience as their own?-——If they are 
-anfwered in the negative, then I afk, whether any 
one of them profefles to teach a// that you have 
‘included? If not, do they profefs to teach any part 
of what you have collected? If they do, which 
part?——-Is it taught fingly, or in connection 
with any parts or fubjects of which you have not 
informed us? Who is it that teaches this part, or 
the other part? In what connection does he 
teach it? How does he explain it, and attempt to 
fupport it? 

Thefe queftions, Sir, are material, becaufe you 
have reprefented thofe gentlemen all together, 
page 10, as fome of thofe fwarms of magnetifts 
who. have afpired to eminence in and near the’ 
metropolis ;’ as teaching and practifing what you 
have related and examined, under the general term 
of Animal Magnetifm. They are neceflary in or- 
der that we may know whether they are equally 
entitled to that wholefome abufe which you have. 
fo liberally beftowed; or, if they are not, then 
how we are to proportion it in fuch a manner as 
to give every man his due. Perhaps fome one 
may be entitled to ten degrees, while another me- 
rits fifteen, and a third deferves no more than 
five. Abufe, like medicine, may be very feafon- 
able and ufeful; but then, as no phyfician would 
adminifter to all the patients in an hofpital the fame 
medicine in the fame quantities, fo we ought not 
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to adminifter abufe to feven men, with-their ad- 
herents, in one indifcriminate herd. Give us this 
information, that.we may render to each of them 
according to his deeds. 

Perhaps, Sir, the public would have been. more 
gratified, and the. profefiors have had lefs caufe of. 
offence, ‘had your female correfpondent ‘ given 
you” the grand fecret of magnetifm, or the lec- 
tures themfelves, without having been at the pains 
“ to diveft them of technical terms ;’>—* and,”’ 
more efpecially, ‘* the arguments to prove the pof- 
“ Ability of this and the other affertion; together with 
“ the. multiplicity of cafes with which the lectures 
“© abound.” —I, for one, among’ many other filly) 
people, am inclined to let every man tell his owi’ 
ftory. Let us hear what he fays for himfelf. If 
he has arguments and cafes, whereby he ufually 
juftifies his opinion or his praétice, let us hear 
them. Let us examine his opinion, his practice, 
or his fcience (if fo he pleafes to call it); together 
with the arguments and the cafes which he adduces_ 
to fupport it. Perhaps this method, being old fa- 
fhioned, you may have laid afide as obfolete; but 
yet, as many people have fill a partiality for it, 
you might not have done amifs had you conde- 
{cended to gratify them. 

We will fuppofe religion, the religion of Jefus 
Chrift, to be introduced by one or-two teachers 

among 
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among a. people entirely unacquainted with it. 
They relate its truths, explain them, adduce ar- 
guments in their favour, and a multiplicity of cafes, 
wherein the good effects of thefe truths have been 
manifefted. One of their difciples, perhaps, 
through ignorance, want of integrity, oficiouf- 
nefs, or from any other caufe, mifunderftands and 
relates to an oppofer of this religion that it con- 
fifls of, 1. Sin, 2. Grace, 3. Election, 4. Call- 
‘ing, 5. juftification, 6. Eternal Life, and 7. 
Complete Deliverance from 5in; and adds, “ this 
*¢ is the grand fecret.”” “Ihe oppofer affixes. his 
own ideas, if he has any, to each of thefe fubjects, 
and, without entering into the views of the teach- 
ers, or fo much as hearing their arguments, calls 
it fraud and delufion, aad a theufurd hard names. 
Will any man fay that this-is acting the part: of 
wifdom or of juice? If he publith, under the 
title of ¢ Religion examined,’ thefe various heads ; 
tells you that, oefides demanding the belief of thefe, 
the teachers plunge their pupils headlong into 
cold water; imputes chicane, collufion, and cant 
to them; what information do you think the peo- 
ple would receive by all this? Would they be more 
capable of forming a judgment of this religion than 
they were before? Would you confent that the 
doctrines you teach, or that any of the {ciences for 
which you have any refpect, fhould be viewed | 
B through » 
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through fuch a medium? Why then, Sir, fhould 
you have prefented-the opinion or the fcience of 
any man to the public, divefted of all the argu- 
ments and cafes upon which it is founded, and by 
which he endeavours to fupport it? You are fond 
cf quotations of fcripture, and I will therefore add 
one. ‘ All things whatfoever ye would that nen 
«« fhould do unto you, do ye even fo unto them.” 

Having collected your fcattered accounts of 
what you term Animal Magnetifm, and given you 
a few obfervations on the manner in which you 
have prefented it to the public, I fhall proceed in 
the next letter to examine the authorities upon 
which you have fo prefented it, all feattered and 
mutilated as it appears; in order to determine 
what degree of credit they deferve at that bar 
to which you have thought proper to make your 
appeal, (3 
SIR, 


Your humble fervant, 


THE ANALYZER. 


LETTER Ih. 


Lee 
SI, 
Hecaitenation fignifies trial, and includes the 
ideas of judge, culprit, accufation, evidence, con- 
viction or acquittal, &c. In the letter you have 
publifhed I imagine the public at large are in- 
tended to be the judges. ‘The culprits you have 
named. “They are Dr. De Mainauduc, Dr. Bena- 
mor, Mr, Cye, Mr. Holloway, Mr. Loutherbourg, 
Mr. Parker, and Dr. Yeldal. ‘The accufer is 
yourfelf. You impeach them at the bar of the 
public. The general accufation is, that they have 
attempted to teach and to practife, each according 
to their different views, a fcience, or fomething 
which is called Animal Magnetifm. We have.in 
the laft letter heard what you fay they reprefent 
this to be. Now let us hear the authorities upon 
‘which you prefent it. Let us hear your evidence. 
You have arraigned the culprits by name: name 
your witnefles, in order that they may be con- 
fronted. . But, on a careful review of your letter, 
I obferve you have concealed the names, the oc- 
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cupations, and the deferiptions of your witneffes, 
Surely, Sir, you forgot that you were in Great 
Britain: your appeal muft have been intended for 
the inquifition of Spain or of Portugal. We are 
ufed to judge of the degree of credit due to wit~ 
neffes as much from character, defcription, and 
connections, as from what they atteft. ~ However, 
pafing this defect, we will endeavour to examine 
what is their teftimnony when it is detivered, and 
what degree of credit it demands. 

“© A ecorrefpondent of yours aflures you,” as you 
inform the public, p. 31, “ that Mr. Parker, Mr. 
“*‘ Holloway, and Mr. Cue, are not properly in-’ 
“ ftructed ; and that all of them derived the little: 
“ they know from Mr. Parker’s H/fening, and by 
‘“‘ tacking to fuch information the difcordant fcraps 
“ they have gleaned up from books but imperfectly 
“ underftood.” This is your firft witnefs, and this. 
is his evidence. 

Your fecond is a witnefs, however aftonifhing, ' 
Mr. Holloway, one of the culprits, whofe tefti-’ 
mony you undertake to deliver. How far you - 
eve authorized I know not. He, you fay, af- . 
ferts, p. 35, that © the erifis which Mr. Cue’ 
“ produces is both hyfterical and dangerous.” 
Againft him you take the liberty to fpeak for Mr. 
Cue, whom you reprefent as faying, that “ Mr, 


“ Holloway is a mercenary man, and fpeaks and. 
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“acts from venal motives.” And then comes a 
cloud of witneffes under the general appellation of 
“ Others,” who “ fay, that fince Mr. Cue has had 
“ more fucce(s than Mr. Holloway i in producing 
‘“convulfions, the latter has warned. his pupils ' 
“ againft attempting to produce the common crifis.”? 

Next in order follows a very important witnefs 
called ‘* Wc,”? who delivers his teftimony, not de- 
fcending to particulars, but“ in general.’ P. 32; 
_ & Tn general, we may fay, it is-an operation of oné 
<¢ animal upon another,” &c. Then follows yours 
felf, diftin®t perhaps from we; certainly, however, 
diftinguifhed in p. 34. “ Thefe operators your 
¢ friend has feen at work,” (alluding to thofe in the 
neighbourhood of St. Luke’s) © and withed for 
“once to be thrown into a crifis;’’ but, as the 
event turned up, appeared to be invulnerable. And 
then you defcribe their manner of operation. 

An indefinite number of advocates for mechani 
cal operations are next prefented, p. 34; and you 
tell-us, * they fay we are furrounded by the earth’s 
“atmofphere,” &c. After them you bring up 
Mr, Holloway again (vide culprit), and make him 
to fay, ‘that he compares the body of nian toa — 
“ room, the fpirit to the windows,” &c.; and you 
bring Calvin to contradict him. 

‘But, as we proceed, the witnefles become more 
indefinite, and truly non defcript, P. 36, the evi- 
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dence'proceeds upon “ 7 7s:faid 3”? and “ it is faid’” 
goes on through that and’ part of the next pages. 
Then we-have Mr. Holloway; p. 51, again; and 
afterwards alfo Mr. Cue, p.-52, §2. 

The whole body of thefe witnefles, and of their’ 
evidence, appear however to have proved nothing 
material; for, after having heard them all in privatg, 
before you produced their teftimony at the bar of 
the public, you tell us the fir/f account of the fe- 
cret came to you the 7th of October laft, fome days 
after you began your letter. We will now hear 
what this firft account is: but previoufly we will 
juft attend to the witnefs who delivers it. 

He is “your friend,” &c. according to his own 
defcription ; the reft he carefully conceals. As I 
have no other method to judge of the man but by 
the manner in which he delivers his evidence, I 
fhall examine the contents of his letter. He tells., 
you he had’ “ been informed ‘that you were dilap- 
“< pointed: hearing the lectures ‘of Mr. John Hollo- 
“'way.”? He feems to infinuate that you “ U/fened,” 
and that, either the wat{cot was too thick, or your 
faculty of hearing too dull, otherwife,. I prefume,, 
you need not to have been difappointed. But, 
having heard this, * I take the hberty,” adds hey 
“ of informing you, that thofe things which are here 
** enclofed are’ the particular fubjects which. he goes 
“upon.”? One fhould be almoft tempted to think 
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that by * thofe things which Mr. Holloway goes 
upon,” he had meant ftil:s, .or fome other mecha- 
nical contrivance to carry him above the dirt. “ Z 
« muft conclude,” continues he, “ wifhing you 
«¢ may be enabled to expofe every thing contrary 
“to real religion and found reafon.” An arduous 
tafk indeed! But, with fuch affiftance as his, one 
knows not whaf might be effected. However his 
evidence follows on the oppofite page. ‘ Mental 
_ “ abftration, attention to an object, intention to 
«© do this object good, fympathy toward this objet, 
“ confidence that I fhall do this object good, voli- 
“ tion.”’ ‘This is the whole of his teftimony. 

If this friend of yours were to appear publicly 
upon this occafion, I fhould be inclined to afk him, 
how he came by this information? Did he liften? 
Did Mr. Holloway teach him? If he did, had he 
not given it under his hand that he would not di- 
_vulge it? Or, did he-have it from a mian that was 
told it by another man, who had it for a truth of a 
third, and who overheard it from a fourth? 

Then follow * fome of Mr. Holloway’s pupils,” 
p. 60, who faid, “* upon your laying this. letter 
“© before them, that it left you /ittle or nothing to 
“ Jearn.” It is evident, from what you -fay in 
p. 18, that thefe pupils had violated their ‘* pro- 
“¢ mife to Mr. Holloway, as they had engaged 
“ neither directly, nor indirectly, to reveal his 
* fecret.”” 
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The principal witnefs remains to be heard. This 
appears to be a female, who was not only much dif- 
fatisfied but difgufted with Mr. Holloway’s lectures. 
The private examination fhe underwent feems to= 
have been peculiarly fatisfagtory. “It was difpaf- 
“ fionate, clear, and copious.” And afterward, 
poor heart! “ fhe wrote aletter’to you on the 23d 
“ of October, on her belief that fhe could not be 
« bound to keep that fecret which was detrimental 
“to fociety, Preffled with this conviction, fhe 
“ concluded to reveal what fhe knew was in fucha 
“cafe her duty.”” Very fortunately for Mr. Hol- 
loway he did not meet with one fenfible and confci- 
entious perfon among his pupils, before this female 
attended his lectures. It does not feem that he met 
with one who was able to difcover that his “ fecret, 
‘© was detrimental to focicty,”’ and was fufficiently 
confcientious to expofe it for the benefit of that fociety 
it was intended to injure. ; 
The reafoning is curious. ‘ She thought the 
 fecret was detrimental -to fociety.”” What did 
fhe then do? Did fhe endeavour to hide it? No, 
but to reveal it to you. For what purpofe? For 
the benefit of fociety. What, if the fecret be de- 
trimental, how is fociety to be benefited by its ex- 
pofure? She muft certainly have meant, or you 
niuft certainly mean, that its being continued a fe- 
cret was prejudicial: otherwife, what do. either 
of you mean? If it be really detrimental, why do’ 
you 
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you publifh it? Why do you dofe the million with 
a poifon which, if it had remained as it was, would 
probably not have deftroyed a thoufand? - 

The fubftance of her evidence I have copied 
from your pamphlet into my laft letter; and have 
remarked on the defigned omiffion of * the tech 
* nical terms, the arguments to prove the pof- 
“ fibility of this and of the other aflertion, and a 
“multiplicity of cafes with which the leQures 
“abound,’’? ‘The number of fecret articles fhe has 
ftated to be feven. 
‘The laft witnefs, you feem to conjecture, p. 64, 
“is fome lad who has alfo ‘ /ifened,’ and who 
“ wifhed to pick up a few fhillings againft the 
“holidays; or fome difinterefted zealot:’’ and 
he gives evidence but of four fecret “ articles.” 
_ What they are you have not thought proper to 
mention, 

Now, Sir, Iafk ferioufly what all this body of 
evidence amounts to? It may have been “ heard 
“ by you with attention,” received with -pleafure, 
and reported with an air of triumph and contempt. 
“Between you and your friend, in private corre- 
fpondence, it may be ail very well. Your friend 
may receive it. But what does it all amount to in 
the mind of any thinking, impartial man, who is not 
your friend? Tam really a ftranger to all the perfons 
you have arraigned, ‘Vhey are all held up ina moft 
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-diftinguified manner to public contempt. No de 
. licacy is obferved as to their names; they are all 
expofed to full view. And how does all this myf- 
terious, contradictory teftimony, from anonymous 
witnefles, from conjectures, and from other fources, 
apply, to them? Of your principal witnefles, if one 
declares. the truth, another declares a falfehoody, 
and a third declares more than the truth. One 
fays there are four fecret articles; and we expect 
from witneffes ‘* the truth, the whole truth, and 
ye nothing. but the truth.’ Another fates the 
number at fix, anda third at fever. The leaft that 
can be faid againft them is, that two out of the 
three were ignorant, to fay no worfe. 

Perhaps there is one error runs through the pre- 
ceding part of this letter. I have confidered you 
as binging thefe gentlemen to the bar of the public 
for a fair trial, But am I not mittaken? Have you 
not tried them already, and found them guilty? 
irom yarious parts of yout letter it fhould feem 
that you have; and that what I have miftaken for 
trial is nothing lefs than the execution of the con- 
demnatory fentence. Having found them guilty, 
you hold them out as knaves, and thieves and rob- 
bers; as objects of public execration and general — 
abhorrence. May I not afk, Sir, where is your 
commiffion, either for the one or the other? By 
what authority is i¢ that you do thefe things ? 

Have 
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ave any number of the pupils of either or of all of 
thefe gentlemen, that you have prefented in fuch 
‘odios colours to'the public view, commiffioned you 
to expofe the manner in which they have been im- 
_ pofed upon and defrauded of their money? If they 
have, how many are they ? Whatare their names? 
I ftrongly fufpe&, from what I have heard, that 
your female correfpondent has not fafFered any 
pecuniary impofition; and, for your anonymous 
correfpondent, I fuppofe you cannot alledge that he 
has fuffered any. Who are they then on whole 
behalf you arraign thefe men? Is it on behalf of the 
_ public? But the public are too humane to defire 
that their fellow-creatures fhould be dragged forth 
to the moft fevere ‘of all punifhments, public infa- 
my, without a fair hearing and impartial trial. In 
what capacity is it that you thus ftand forward? Is 
-it as a minifter, or as a Chriftian? If it is, then I 
expect to find that your authority is derived from 
the fame fource with your denunciations. But 
I find no fuch authority in the Bible. I read there, 
“a bifhop or paftor muft be blamelefs, of good 
“6 behaviour, patient, not a brawler.”’ “ Speak evil 
“ ofno man.” “ Judge not, that ye be not judged.” . 
“« Charity fuffereth long, and is kind; charity en- 
© vieth not; charity vaunteth not itfelf, is not 
‘© puffed up, doth not behave itfelf unfeemly; feek-- 
“ eth not her own; is not eafily provoked; think- 
“ eth no evil.”” “ He that ruleth his fpirit is betrer 
“¢ than 
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“than he that taketh a city. He that anfwereth a 
<< matter before he heareth it, it is a folly and fhame 
“ unto him.’?/- Is it as a citizen, a member of the 
community at large? But the laws of the commu- 
_ nity are made for the “¢ fecurity of a man’s reputa- 
“ tion, or good name, from the arts of detraction 
“ and flander * 5” and the right of deftruction to 
that good name is not committed to any one. The 
laws of our country will not fuffer one man to 
libel another with impunity. . If thefe men are de- 
frauders and cheats, the law is open, and they are 
amenable to it. In what capacity then is it that 
you appear ? 
Had either of thefe gentlemen prefented his 
plan, his lectures, his fcience, or whatever you 
will pleafe to call it, to the public, it would have 
been confidered as authentic, and open to each of 
the public, as your letter is, for fair and critical 
examination: and whatever defects might have 
appeared, they would have been fairly chargeable 
on the author. They have not done this. Hav- 
ing a right to choofe, they have preferred teaching 
their fcience privately, to as many as thought pro- 
per to become their pupils, rather than to publifh 
it to the world at large. It matters not, in this 
view, whether it be good.or bad, falfehood or 
truth. The pupils themfelves, and they only, if 


* Vide Blackftone’s Commentaries, b, i. p. 134. 
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they have been the fubjects of impofition, are pro- 
perly capable, and have a right to complain. But 
the pupils have no right to /zbel their teachers: 
leaft of all have they a right to charge the igno- 
rance, the conceit, or the fraud of one, indifcri- 
minately upon all; to make every man who un- 
derftands and teaches any thing relative to the 
fcience accountable for the defects or defigns of 
all others. Pray, Sir, would it be juft to charge 
upon yourfelf, becaufe vou are a minifter, the fol- 
lies and indifcretions of all minifters? Or, be- 
caufe you are a Diflenter, the follies and indifcre- 
tions of all Diffenters? When we attempt to 
judge and to condemn, it ought to be upon full, 

complete, and unfufpicious evidence, with impar- 
tiality, and the moft accurate and critical nicety ; 
otherwife we may become affaffins, and endeavour 
to. gratify our paffions and our prejudices, under 
the venerable appearance of zeal for God, Ap a 
regard to juftice among men. | 


SIR, 


Your humble fervant, &c. 


THE -ANALYZER. 
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S IR, 


H avine colle&ed the information you have 
given of the fcience of Animal Magnetifm, and 
confidered your authorities, before I proceed to 
{tate and to weigh the evidence on the other fide, 
I fhall confider what may be termed your examin- 
ation, at leaft what you have prefented to the pub- 
lic under that title, in order to difcover whether: 
the contents correfpond with the name under which 
you have ufhered it into the world. 

In doing this I pafs over your various obferva- 
tions preceding page 59, becaufe you give the pub- 
lic to underftand that you have therein given the 
firft account of the fecret which came to you. 
By the fecret I underftand the fcience, as it is 
called by thofe that profefs it: and it is not fair 
to imagine that you had examined the fcience before 
you had even ftated it. So that all preceding p. 59, 
which may feem like examination, I pafs over as 
curfory obfervations upon fomething which you 
profe/s not to have underftood; the effufions of 
your active mind, which either may or may not 

at 


(a FF 
at all apply to the fubje&. Whether they do, it 
is not pofiible for me to determine, having never 
learned it. 

But I take it up, where in truth and candour I 
ought to take it up, from the fir account tranf- 
mitted to you by “ your friend,’ &c.; and he 
ftates the fcience to be “ Mental Abftraction, 
“© Atention to an object, Intention to do this object 
*¢ good, Sympathy towards this obje@, Confidence 
“¢ that I fhall do this objet good, Volition.” This 
nearly correfponds with the information communi- 
cated by your female correfpondent, only that fhe 
adds another article, which fhe numbers 4, “ Af- 
“ feGtion or Defire.” But we will take her own 
words and arrangement. There muft be, 1. Self- 
‘Abftraction, 2. Attention, 3. Intention, 4. Affec- 
tion or Defire, 5. Sympathy, 6. Volition, 7. Con- 
“ fidence :”’ and this fhe calls the “ grand fecret 
“ of magnetifm, the whole fecret.”’ 

Now, Sir, for your examination: and I perceive 
you had nearly forgot that, which feems to have 
been the only profefled occafion of your appearing 
in print; for, after having inferted the letter of your 
very obliging and ingenious female correfpondent, 
which concludes p. 63, inftead of entering into the 
examination of the “ grand fecret of magnetifm, 
i yas whole fecret,” you tell us that “ there you 

‘ formed a fecond refolution to clofe your letter.’’ 
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I fhould be glad to know what refolutions you 
formed when you began it. In p. 56 you tell us 
that “* your letter would have clofed had not Mr. 
“¢ Holloway made an unexpeéted addition to his 
“ vain pretentions.” “Then it would have been 
complete in every thing, excepting only that you 
_ had not given to the world the fecret or fcience 
concerning which you undertook to write; though 
then, without having even ftated the fubje&t, you 
fay, p. 58, “ Judge for yourfelf, whether Animal 
“‘ Magnetifm has not received an affefting blow in 
“the foregoing pages, without availing myfelf of 
“‘the following information:’? that is, without 
haying even underftood what itis. Thefe dws 
are in all cafes the moft conclufive arguments; and 
it is generally much eafier for a man to level them 
at what he does not underftand, than to examine 
and confute what he does underftand. Certain it is 
whether this blow is affecting or not, it is hard, very 
hard; but let us hope that thefe gentlemen, againft 
whom it feems levelled, as well as againft their 
fcience, may recover, after having been {tunned, 
and once more ftand upon their feet. 

In p. 63 you alfo tell us that “ you had formed 
“a fecond refolution to clofe your letter; but (a 
‘“‘ very happy but indeed) to-day, December 7th, 
“ was put into my hands, A practical Difplay of 
“the Philofophical Syftem called Animal Mag- 
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 netifm.”? If this pamphlet had not been put 
into your hands, it fhould feem that your lofs of 
memory would have. occafioned a fecond omiffion, 
almoft as fatal as the firft. It was owing to Mr. 
Holloway’s ‘ vain pretenfions’’ that your letter 
did not come forth with every thing dut the fub- 
ject itfelf: and it was owing to fome kind friend, 
who put this pamphlet into your hands, that the 
letter at laft did not come out with every thing 
but the examination. The next time you write 
for the public I would advife you to form fome 
fketch of your fubject, and the manner in which 
you intend to treat it; and then, marking off each 
head or part as it is finifhed, you will always fee 
what is left for you to dg: becaufe, when an au- 
thor appears in public without fome effential part 
of his fubjeét, it is like a, gentleman appearing at 
court without his coat, his waiftcoat, or one of 
his ftockings. 

However, Sir, paffing thefe accidents, I pro- 
ceed to collect your examination of the fecret. 
And the firft obfervations that look like an ex- 
amination occur in p. 64: thefe are upon the 
number feven; for your female corrrefpondent has 
reprefented Mr. Holloway’s fecret articles to be 
feven. This being a very diverting number, ra- 
ther takes your mind: again from the fubje& to 
which it is affixed. ‘ But,” fay you, “ why Mr. 
| ae: “ Holloway 
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Holloway thought of feven is perhaps to every 
“ one but himfelf unknown. Whether it was be- 
“caufe there are faid to be feven fciences”—I 
fhould rather think not, becaufe Mr. Holloway, 
having denominated what he teaches a fcience, 
adds one more to the number; and he fhould 
then have chofen eight; fo that this conjecture is 
rather unfortunate—“ Or that feven has been 
“ confidered a perfect number; or thatthe feventh 
“ fon has an hereditary right to heal difeafes; or 
“ that feven times feven is forty-nine: of all this 
« nothing but conjeture flies abroad.” 

Havine completed the examination of the num- 
ber feven by concluding nothing, you add, “ Be 
“ this as it may, it is certain that in the feven ar- 
* ticles there is not one, no not o#z, which is ad- 
« dreffed to the underftanding.”” ‘This cuts the 
matter very fhort indeed, and renders examina+ 
tion totally unneceflary. “This is coming to the 
point; giving them a home ftroke; an affecting 
blow indeed: I love men of decifion ; more efpe- 
cially when they can decide in a moment what a 
thoufand other men may be confidering for a year. 
‘Their converfation and their writing is the more 
edifying, as it faves one the trouble of thinking. 
« A wife man is ftrong; yea, a man of knowledge 
“increafeth ftrength.”” Thus the d/ows of fuch a 
man are the more affecting; and; when once he is 

known, 
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known, men are afraid of him: the people ftand 
by and give way, in fear of the weight of his tre- 
mendous arm. 

But, to be ferious, I afk, in order to determine 
for myfelf, whether any one of thefe articles or 
heads is addreffed to the underftanding, whofe 
ideas 1 am to include under each? Are they Mr. 
Holloway’s, or thofe of his fellow fufferers? If, 
in order toe determine whether there be any fenfe in 
what he delivers, 1 muft have the precife ideas that 
he includes in each article, which, according to 
my old fafhioned way of thinking, I am apt to 
imagine I muft, then how am I to come at them? 
You do not mean, furely, to induce 'me to give 
him three guineas to come at them. If this is the 
intent, I fhould fufpe& you are writing to ferve 
him. If not, then why do not you communicate 
them, that I may judge for myfelf, as well as you? 
If you reply you do not know them, this does not 
mend the matter. If you fay I am to include 
yours, I anfwer that you have not given them 
to me. So that, at fuch a lofs, and not being . 
willing to truft to my own, I conclude to take 
Dr. Afh’s; and, having turned, 1. to look for 
*¢ Self-Abftraction,”’ I find under letter S. “ Se/f,” 
which, he fays, *¢ is the fame perfon, the felf-fame 
* confcious being,” &c.; and, under the letter A. 
“ Abfiraction, the art of feparating, efpecially in 

the 
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“‘ the mind; abfence in thought,’’ I next turn to 
“© Attention,’ No. 2, and he fays “it is the act of 
es attending, application, diligence, care.” —No. 3. 
“ Intention, the defign, .purpofe, drift, meaning. — 
4. °° Affection, any paffion of the mind, any habit 
“ of the body, good will, love, zeal, &c. ; or Defire, 
“ a with, an eagernefs to enjoy, a wifh to obtain.” 
5. ** Sympathy, a fellow feeling, 2 mutual feeling, 
“ tender compaffion.”—6. ‘Volition, the act of will- 
“ ing, the power of choice exerted.” —7. “* Confi- 
“ dence, firm belief, reliance, truft, firmnefs, con- 
“¢ fcioufnefs of innocence, vicious boldnefs, im- 
“ pudence, that which gives fortitude or firmnefs : 
“© or Faith, belief, truth, belief of the revealed 
« truths of religion, truft in God, a tenet held, a 
“ fyftem of truths, fidelity, honour, fincerity, a pro- 
“¢ mife, a proteftation.”—Here I am confounded; 
for, by Dr. Ath, it feems they are all addreffed to 
the underftanding, and that feveral of them have 
various fignifications. But you tell me there is 
not one, no not oe, which is addrefied to the.un- 
derftanding ; and ‘* who fhall decide when doStors 
<¢ difacree?”? What can be your meaninz? It 
cannot furely be abfolute and unqualified; for I 
fuppofe you muft have feen Dr. Afh’s Dictionary; 
and if it were, you would have wrote againft him. — 
It muft therefore be, I imagine, with fome quali- 
fication, that you fay there is not one of thofe ar- 


ticles which is addreffed to the underftanding. 
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What then can this qualification be? It mutt 
either be in the fenfe in which Mr. Holloway ufes 
them in his leétures, or it muft be in the fenfe in 
which you underftand him to ufe them. For the 
firft, I cannot obtain it with fufficient certainty to 
determine any thing, without giving him, as I 
complained, three guineas: and, for the fecond, 
you have not annexed them. What amIto do? 
J want to judge for myfelf. You fay, no; I will 
judge for you. I fay, I had rather excufe you. 
Your telling me that not one of thefe articles is 
addrefled to the underftanding does not fatisfy me. 
I thought you knew the fcience, and expected you 
to examine it in a fcientife manner. I am dif- 
appointed. I want to know whofe underftanding 
you mean. Is it yours? Or is it mine? Or is it 
your friend’s? 

Upon this part of the examination I can attain 
no fatisfaction. I muft therefore go forward, grum- 
bling at the lofs of the fhilling which your pamphlet 
coft, in hopes of better elucidation. Referring 
{till to thefe confounded articles, you fay, “ The 
“ mere arrangement of them fhews a poverty of 
“¢ intellet which you will pity.”” Upon reading 
this fentence my mind recurred to the paflage vou 
introduce p. 28. ‘ They helped every one his 
“ neighbour, and every one faid.to his brother, 
“ be of good courage.’ Surely, thought I, as 
the Examiner’s depofition feems benevolent and 
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difpofed to pity, he might have affifted “* this po- 
** verty of intellect,” and have given us the arti- 
cles in his own arrangement, that the fecret might 
come out to the world with the leait difadvantage. 
Excufe me, I fhould have recommended this to 
you, ‘had I not been alarmed at what follows. 
There the clouds collect, your brow lowers, and 
you tell us, “ That a‘different emotion will be felt 
“ when you recollect that this myftery begins in a 
“ pretence of felf-abftraction, and ends without pre- 
“tence in felf-confidence. ‘The arcanum is SELF 
“© throughout.” “This elucidates the fubject with 
the greatett perfpicuity. 

I muft here beg to recur for one moment to my 
firft letter, in which I have, ina certain cafe, fup- 
pofed a fyftem of religion to be related, confifting 
of the following articles: *¢ Sin, Grace, EleGtion, 
“ Calling, Juftification, Eternal Life, and com- 
“ plete Deliverance from Sin.” What would 
you think of any man reading over thefe heads, or 
articles, and faying, ‘“¢ There is not ome addreiled 
“‘ to the underftanding. “The mere arrangement 
“ of them fhews a poverty of intellect which you 
“ will pity. Buta different emotion will be felt 
<¢ when you recollect-that this myftery begins -in 
“ Sin, and ends in Szm. The arcanum is SIN 
“© throughout.”” And then, in addition to all the 
reft, Sirs you that this is an examination oF 
religion? 
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But I proceed, You add, “ though not. any 
“ thing relative to the fecret is likely to be .of 
“ real fervice in healing difeafes, yet, it muft be 
‘“¢ granted, this art may be dangerous to the practi- 
“€ tioner, as well as hurtful to the patient.” Stopa 
moment, I want time to refle& upon this propofi- 
tion, before I proceed to the hafty ftory that follows. 
How can it be, if there is not ome word addrefled to 
the underftanding, that it fhould be very dangerous 
to the practitioner and the patient? We have hi- 
therto been taught to confider it all as impofition. 
If there is not ove word in the fecret addrefled to my 
underftanding, how am I to put it into praCtice? [ 
muft, as I conceived, firft underftand it before I 
could practife it. Here again I am at a lofs. Thefe 
are feeming contradictions in my view. How am 
I to renoncile them? 

For the ftory itfelf, I leave it where you inferted 
it; and I only remark on the queries that relate to 
it. ‘ Was this a fituation to exercife fympathy with 
“ fafety? What, Sir, can we think of taking fex- 
*¢ fations from fuch an object ?”” I can only anfwer 
to thefe, I cannot tell; for if the terms themfelves 
are not addrefled to the underftanding, why do you 
found queftions upon them, which you addrefs, as I 
fuppofe, to the fame faculty, and expect to have 
them anfwered? 
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Thus, Sir, I have gone through all that you can 
call your examination of thefe ** feven articles, the 
*¢ grand fecret of magnetifm, the whole fecret.” 
What follows in p. 65, 66, and 67, are principally 
your reflections upon the attempts to magnify hu- 
man ability; and your queries ** how your friend 
“© will bear to be told this,” that, and the other ? 
Truly, Sir, if his patience in inveftigation is as 
{mall as yours, and his irritability as great, I fhould 
not wonder were | to hear that, after having gone 
through a few pages of your letter, he had, together 
with all “ the other curious things that you fent 
“ him by the Leicefter coach,” caft it into the 
fire, and determined to have no more of your cor- 
refpondence. 


SIR, 


Your humble fervant, 


THE ANALYZER. 
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"Tze fourth branch of the arrangement I had 
formed for examining your letter confifts of the 
improbability of the truth of your reprefentations 
of the fcience you propofe to examine; from the 
manner in which you have ftated them; the con- 
tradictions they contain; the fources.of your in- 
formation; and the characters of many, whom it 
is notorious have learned, and continue to recome 
mend, the fcience. — . 

Without entering at all into “ the merits or de- 
“© merits” of the fcience itfelf, which, becaufe I do 
not underftand, I am incapable of doing, I confider 
the manner in which you have reprefented it to af-. 
ford ftrong fufpicions of the truth of the reprefent- 
ations themfelves. I have colleéted together in the 
firft letter the various fcattered fentences, anonymous © 
letters, and extraéts, which you feem to confider 
as parts of it; but I cannot imagine that Dr. De_ 
Mainauduc, Mr. Holloway, &c. delivered what 
they may terin parts of it without fome fyftem. 
It is not poffible to fuppofe that they would, for 
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the fake of their own credit, deliver leGtures, con- 
fifting of broken fragments of incoherent matter. 
It is thus fair to conclude that you never had their 
fyitem. If you had, you would not have given it 
mutilated and garbled to the public. From the 
manner in which you have reprefented the fcience, 
I therefore infer that your reprefentations are not 
to be depended upon, either in quality or quantity. 

Again I] have obferved there are various con- . 
tradiftions, The teftimony of your witnefles, 
the communications of your correfpondents and 
pamphleteers, are at variance. Which of them 
deferves the moft credit? How am I to judge? 
How am I to determine whether the fcience con- 
fifts of four, of fix, or of feven, fecret articles? By 
what criterion do you judge? You fhould have 
told us this, that we may judge as you do. Can 
you, or do you, reconcile their jarring teftimony ? 
What degree of faith can I place in the reality of 
your reprefentations, when they are fo contradic- 
tory to each other, and remain without any at- 
tempts to reconcile them? 

With regard to the fources of your information, 
we have feen, in the fecond letter, how numerous 
they are; but we have not been permitted to fee 
who or what they are. I might almoft as well run 
up one ftreet and down another, pick up one ferap 
of paper and then another; and thus collect articles 
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of impeachment againft the miniftry.. You re- 
mind me, both in your letter and in the advertife- 
ment prefixed, wherein you requeft “ further fa- 
“ yours of this kind,’ of the heads of the lions 
and leopards in the wall of the ducal palace at 
Venice, with open mouths for the reception of 
anonymous information of any treafonable defigns 
againft the ftate. So it feems you have received _ 
any thing and every thing, that came in your way, 
egainft thefe wicked-men, and this iniquitous {ci- 
ence; and, without giving yourfelf the trouble to 
examine their authenticity; prefented them to the 
public as containing Animal Magnetifm, and then 
faid that you had examined. it. But, after feveral 
times reading your pamphlet, I am at as much lofs. 
for the oneasthe other. I can neither find what 
looks like a f{cience, nor like an examination. 
| Now againft this body of intelligence, or rather, 
I fhould. fay, againft thefe fcraps of intelligence, 
‘¢ ‘The mere arrangement of which fhews a poverty 
** of intelle@ tending to excite pity,” Iam inclined 
to oppofe the number of the pupils, their general 
apparent -fatisfaction with what they have been 
taught, the high degree of credit and character 
which fome of them fuftain, and their public de- 
clarations of its utility. — 
This is the manner in which I form my own 
judgment refpecting a fcience which is as yet a 
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fecret tome, I confider in its favour that'a vat’. 
multitude of pupils have been taught at a confider- 
able expence. If it were merely as you have repre- 
fented it, I cannot, with any probability, i imagine, 
that among all thefe none would have ftepped forth 
to undeceive the world. I cannot imagine, as it 
has been long known that you intended to enter» 
the lift againft both the {cience and its teachers, 
but that many would have given you the whole. 
fy{tem, and with it their names, to prevent the. 
{pread of impofition and delufion. ‘The number 
of the pupils, which I underftand to be very large, 
is a prefumption that your reprefentations of the 
Science. are incompletr, and not to be depended. 
on, 
Further, as far as my own obfervation goes, and 
I know many who have been taught, the pupils aps: 
pear to be fatisfied with what they have received. 
—They generally reprefent it as capable of great 
utility... Many of them pra@tife it, and continue’ 
to recommend it. This is my fecond prefumption 
in its favour. 

My third clafs is, the high degree of credit and 
character which fome of the moft zealous pupils: 
fuftain, both in a civil and in a minifterial capacity. 
It is indelicate upon fuch occafions to publifh 
names, and public notoriety renders it unneceflary. 


There are many that have learned it, continue to 
give 
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give their voice in its favour, and think it capable 
both of ufefulnefs and improvement; who have 
the public fuffrage, in regard to wifdom, learning, 
and piety. Men neither capable of deceiving, nor 
eafily capable of being deceived. 

I might alfo add a fourth, which confifts of fame 
cures that have been performed, and are, as I con- 
ceive, well authenticated. But as it is not el- 
ther my bufinefs or my defign to recommend the 
fcience, \I infert only that I believe fome remark- 
able cures have been effected by its application. 

Thus, Sir, I oppofe to your teftimony and your 
examination four prefumptions, which, in the fcale 
of my judgment, have the greater weight. Asa 
fpectator merely, | hear many things, and confider 
all, but I determine nothing; except that your 
pamphlet carries its own conviction to my mind 
that you have not underftood the fcience, that 
you have mifreprefented it, that you have not 
examined it, and that you have maltreated both 
its profeilors and their. pupils. 

It was your duty, Sir, before you attempted to 
write upon the fubject, to confider firft whether 
you underftood it. completely ; then to confider 
whether you were capable of examining it. If 
you could fafely anfwer thefe queftions in the af- 
firmative, you fhould then have confidered whether 
it would be ufeful to the public to publifh, and 
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the evident tendency of your publication. You 
fhould, ‘admitting the propriety of publifhing; 
then have ftated your fubje@ clearly, regularly, 
and fyftematically, as it is taught by one or all of 
its profeflors. After this you fhould have pro- 
ceeded to examine its parts, and then to examine 
it in the whole, with impartiality, | ‘difpaffion, per- 
fpicuity, and order; avoiding all perfonal refleGtion 
and abufe; giving to each degree of evidence, if 
any evidence you found, its proper weight: and 
all this fhould have been candidly laid before the 
public, with the refult of your enquiries. Then 
might you have fairly entitled your pamphlet 
s¢ Animal Magnetifm,’” or whatever’ name the 
profeffors choofe to call it by, “‘ Examined ;” and 
the contents would have anfwered to its defcrip- 
tion. ‘Then, whoever might differ from you in 
opinion, you would neither have given offence nor 
acquired difgrace. But now, after reading it three 
‘or four times, no title appears to me to be fo pro- 
per for it as ‘ The Teachers, Profeffors, and 
© Pupils of a Science called Animal Magnetifm, 
€ fcandalized, vilified, abufed, and contemned, by 
ay M——.’ Its principal tendency is to 
afperfe men whofe characters, for aught that ap- 
pears to the contrary, have hitherto ftood fair, be- 
caufe they teach and profefs a fubje&t which you 
do not underftand: and not only fo, but to caft 

general 


C 43 ] | 
\ general refle@ions on’ all that have learned it; 
which you doin feveral places befides p. ‘60, where 
you fay, “ Now it appears that /hame will account 
“ for their remarkable taciturnity.” But you 
feem willing rather to impute any motive to them, 
than to admit that you can poffibly be miftaken. 

-T have no doubt, whatever it may be, that Ani- 
‘mal Magnetifm is abufed, It is not difficult to 
conceive that, amongft the number of its profeffors 
and its pupils, fome there fhould be both ignorant 
and enthufiaftic. But I ought not to areue from 
its abufe that it is incapable of utility. The pow- 
ers of the human mind are various and great; ca. 
pable, perhaps, of much more exertion than is ge- 
nerally imagined; and perhaps alfo capable of 
ufes to which they may not generally have been 
applied. The human mind has been the fubject 
of frequent inveftigation; but it is a fubje@ which 
cannot be imagined is yet exhaufted. ‘Thofe who 
teach and who practife Animal Magnetifm may, 
for aught I know, notwithftanding the contempt - 
in which you affect to hold them, be the occafion 
of new.and additional light relative to the human 
mind. The flint-and the fteel are in themfelves, 
feparate’ from their utility, mean, and contempti- 
ble ; but yet they are capable of producing a fpark 
fufficient to enlighten a kingdom. That-is a very 
good rule which directs us to “ keep our minds 
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“ always open to receive truth, and never to fet 
“ limits to our own “improvement. | Be always 
“ ready to hear what may be objected even againft 
“ your favourite opinions, and thofe which have 
“ had longeft pofleffion of your affent. And if 
“ there fhould be any new and uncontroulable 
“¢ evidence brought againft thefe old or beloved 
“ fentiments, do not wink your eyes faft againft 
“ the light, but part with any thing for the fake — 
‘ of truth. Remember when you overcome an 
“ error you gain truth; the victory is on your 
“ fide, and the advantage is all your own *.” 
But then, in order to this victory, we muft, where 
complete evidence is not immediately to be ob- 
tained, fufpend our judgment, and neither afirm 
nor deny till this evidence appear. 

The greater the impofition and delufion of i 
profeffors of Animal Magnetifm, the lefs occafion 
there feems to have been for examining it. An 
impofition can never be carried on, as this is car- 
ried on, for any confiderable length of time. If 
it has nothing in it which is addreffed tc the un- 
derftanding, it muft of itfelf fpeedily expire. If 
it be detrimental in itfelf to fociety, the lefs it is 
expofed the fmaller will be the injury that. fociety 
will fuflain. If the profeffors are defrauders and 
cheats, profecute them as fuch. If they are mif- 


wn 


* Watts’s Logick, p. 248. 
taken 
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taken and ignorant, endeavour privately to inform 
and inftru& them. But where is the neceffity 
to publith? The public are neither edified nor 
difabufed; the pupils are neither edified nor dif- 
abufed: leaft of all are the profeffors edified, but 
abufed. You may have indulged an intemperate 
zeal, and have gratified fome malignant paflion ; 
but then certainly what is {port to you is death to 
thofe that are the fubjeéts of your diverfion. 
Allowing, however remote it may feem from 
probability to you, is yet y ig cafe; allowing 
that this fcience is as ufeful in its exercife as it ap- 
pears from. the feven articles themfelves to be, be- 
nevolent in its defign, and admitting that your 
‘pamphlet completely anfwers your apparent in- 
tention, namely, to prevent the fpread of its pro- 
grefs by one “ affeCting blow ;” then, Sir, what 
compenfation are you prepared to make to the 
objects you may injure? Then it will not be faid 
merély that your pamphlet has done no good, but 
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that it has a€tually produced a great deal of harm. 
In what degree this is poflible, I will not take 
upon me to determine; but the mere pofhibility 
ought to ‘have had a fufficient operation on your 
mind to have prevented you from endeavouring 
to write down a fubject you fo ill underftood, and 
to have induced you at leaft to have obtained a 

majority 
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majority of the pupils, who have. been the fubjects 
of this pretended impofition, on your fide, before 
you ventured to form fo general, fo malevolent, 
and fo unprecedented an attack. 


Iam, Sir, 


Your humble fervant, 


THE ANALYZER, 


LETTER 
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SIR, 


Havine examined the nature and the credibility 
of the evidence upon which you have thought 
proper to attack and expofe the teachers and pro- 
feflors of Animal Magnetifm, together with the 
probable knowledge you have of the fcience itfelf, 
as they teach and practife it, I proceed to ftate, 
firft, the variety of edifying and inftructive appel- 
lations under which you have candidly and inge- 
nioufly prefented the fcience to the public; and 
fecondly, the punifhment you have inflicted on its 
various profeffors. 

We fet off with the advertifement, which, ad- 
mitting that it was written fubfequent to the let- 
ter, was fubfequent to the clear demonftrative 
proofs that your examination had produced againft 
the fcience. In this we find Animal Magnetifm is 
called ‘* folly,”—* pretended fcience.”? This is 
the refult of the examination. Now we proceed to 
the letter. P. 5, you call it a “ fpirit-ftirring fub- 
“ ject.” P. 14, “a pretended fcience.” P. 15, 

you — 


Pe 

you tell us *¢ that it is not enough to fay that 
“ Animal Magnetifm is not connected with reli- 
“ gion, fince, as it is practifed by many [by whom? ] 
«¢ jt is very hurtful to various [which of all the 
“ variety?] profeflors of Chriftianity.” P. 18, . 
you call it a “ fublime fcience.”’. P. 19, ‘* pre- 
“ tended fcience.” P. 21, “ fcience falfely fo 
“ called, and of greater variety of attainment.’* 
P. 26, again “ pretended fcience.”” And inp. 30): 
you fum up the whole of your negative propofi- 
tions by telling your friend that “* we have feen 
“ what Animal Magnetifn is Nor. It is not 
“ connected with religion; it is not /cience pro- 
“ perly fo called; it may and does exift without 
“ medical underftanding.””"—We now come to 
what it 1s, P. 33, ‘* Animal Magnetifm, in thofe 
“ parts of it which have been moft admired, [by 
“ whom?] is a compound of fraud and delufion.” 
P. 47, you tell us, that ‘¢ in fome. future period 
“ Magnetifm will be as obfolete as mummy [upon 
"© which you had juft given a very interefting and 
ingenious differtation] now is; and, as its credit 
“ decays, it will be called maggoti/m; and, by ab- 
“ breviation, mag. When it is thus run down it 
« will be common to fay of bold pretenders they are 
“ mag-fellows; and of loquacious hufleys, they are 
«“ mag-girls.’? [Without this prophecy the public _ 
would have had, I fear, no ideas of the gifts, penetra- 

tion, 
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tion, ahd forefight, of your truly polifhed and elegant 
mind.] At tat period you think “ without doubt 
you will rife in the eftimation of the ignorant.” 
P. 57, you tell us it is a “ cloiftered tale.” P. §8,- 


again, ‘ fraud and delufion.” P. 59, “ pro-_ 


“ found myftery, bewitching fecret, that charms 
*¢ and enchants on every fide; the thzmg by which 
“fo many cures and fo many feats are faid to have 
“ been performed; the fcience by which a dump of 
“ knowledge may be grafped at once.” [Thefe 
feem to be the appellations you conferred upon it 
inan ecftafy, when the revelation came to hand 
from “* your friend,” 8&c.] And you conclude 
with affuring us that itis “ a filly fubje&t.”” 

I will not contend, for the reafons I have before 


ftated, that it does not deferve either, nor all, of the 


reprefentations you have given. But I objec 
that, as you have neither underftood nor ex. 
amined the fubject, thefe epithets are altogether 
out of place. ‘Their force recoils on yourfelf. 
They are not argument; neither do they follow 
upon arfument: and you ought to have left them 
for the application of your readers, when they were 
fully convinced by your reafoning, according to 
the various degrees both of their convition and 
tafte.’. Had you added a vocabulary of adjectives, 
from which each might. have felected and applied 
an epithet according to his mind, this might have 
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faved trouble, and have been attended with infinite 
advantage. For inftance, Abominable, Deteftable, 
Horrible, Miferable, Hateful, Odious, Pernicious, 
Damnable, &c. &c.; only they fhould all have 
been arranged alphabetically for the fake of order 
and facility. ‘ } 

I come now to my fecond divifion, which i iSy to | 
confider the punifhment that you have inflicted on 
its various profeflors. "Thefe we are given to un- 
derftand, p. 10, “ are in fwarms; but thofe who 
“< have afpired to eminence in and near the me- 
“ tropolis are Dr. De Mainauduc, Dr. Benamor, 
« Mr. Cue, Mr. Holloway, Mr. Loutherbourg, 
«© Mr. Parker, and Dr. Yeldal.’”? And thefe are 
they which you fay “ will be here noticed ;” con- 
_fequently, whatever is applied generally to magnet- 
ifts in your letter, I confider you to have applied 
more particularly to them. I fubdivide this head 
into two parts ; and propofe to confider, firft, the 
punifhment inflited upon all; and fecondly, the 
fpecial punifhment affigned individually to feveral 
ef the moft atrocious, in addition to that which is 
general and common to each. 

And here, as I love method, we will begin with 
the beginning. ‘They are, in p. 4, held up % as 
‘“¢ wonder-working men, who perform feats.” P. 
10, ‘ venal practioners, who would be thought 


*¢ Jearned or pious.” P. 15, “ Belief, among 
“ Maenetifers, . 
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Magnetifers, “is believing what God has not 
faid, believing what is contrary to his word, 
and includes the believer’s confidence in an arm 
of flefh._—-P. 16, ** When Magnetifers pray, 
as profeffional men, their devotion is as diftant 


from piety as their fecrets: are from fcience. 


To read fuch authors as Magnetifts commend 
relative to their arcana, is to rake into afhes. 
By a vicious tafte for fuch tales the Bvd/e is 


neglected, or only read in hope of finding fome- 


thing which may give a fanction to profane fa- 


| bles.”’—P, 17,. % The felf-abftraction Magnet- 
$+ ifts commend is only manageable by myftics ; 
‘or,..to fpeak more properly, by nobody. Ax. 
‘Magnetifers are magnifiers of themfelves: felf 


is the fubftance of their converfation; and to 
excite wonder by arts and tales, which cannot 
bear infpection, is their chief delight. The lut 
of dominion is the main {pring of their motions, 
which is tempered, turned, and wound up, as 
avatice or as curiofity direéts. Were it not 
for fear of being detefed, the unrefifted energy 
of fuch principles in action would foon produce 
alarming effeéts.”—-P. 18, ‘ The arrogance 
of Magnetifts is offenfively apparent in their 
terms for complete inftruGtion.””—P. 19, “ The 
pretended fcience cannot fall into qworfe hands 
than it already has.”“—P, 31, “ From fuch 
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*“ men what can be relied on?”—P. 33, “The 
‘¢ means employed to gain.credit to their pretenr 
*¢ fions are various, and too frequently connected 
*¢ with collulion.—P. 33,: ‘* Wonder-working 
“men; and, by implication,. defrauders and. de- 
 luders.”’—-P.. 37,, °° Sufpected charaters,. Rea- 
** fon refufes Magnetifers her aid to, fupport their 
** trumped up fame.’’—P. 40, ‘ Mountebanks.” 
—P. 41, “ Minute philofophers;”andas affume . 
ing “ mock majefty.”’—P. 42, “ Vain and ve- 
“nal. Striving to ftart into confequence by 
‘¢ working upon other people.”-—P..43; “Fools, 
“ conjurors, impertinent.”—P. 44, * Proud pre= 
“ tenders.”’-~P. 45, as having ‘¢ aflurance.”— 
P. 46, “ Without knowledge or fagacity.”— 
P. 52, “ Vain, ridiculous.”—P,. 54, as’ under 
“ the influence of the devil;”’ together with * the 
“ minifters who have been decoyed by ‘the pro- 
&* mife of gratuitous inftruGtion, and urged by cxz~ 
“ rinfity to learn this pretended fcience, and to 
“ ghet its meaneft teachers.”--P. 56, “ Defign- 
‘© ing men with vain pretenfions;” p. 57, “ fan- 
“‘ cying they have performed wonder-working 
“ feats.”-——P. 58, by implication again ‘ defraud. 
“© ers and deluders.”” And then, p. 67, you bring 
in the word of the Lord to fhew, I fuppofe, “ that 
“as he had rejected their confidences,” fo they 
were left to the inftigation of the devil, and to 
your mercy. 


_ 


Here, 
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-! Here, Sir, you mutt, I think, perceive the ne- 
ceflity of the queftions I propofed to you in the 
firft letter. I fuppofe, upon viewing the quality 
and the quantity of the punifhment, you will be 
{taggered, and think perhaps that you have a little 
overdone it. P. 23, “ Swelling bubbles that will 
* foon burft :”’-——-“ that it has its original from 
«© Satan, and not from God.’ Indeed I think 
you have a little overdone it; efpecially as you 
have proved nothing againft them upon credible 
teftimony. An anonymous correfpondent, who by his 
jetter feems hardly to know his right hand from 
his left, a canting old woman, an anouymous pam- 
pbleteer, whom you imagine to be-a “ liftening. 
“Jad,” or.fome zealot, * others,’ “ we,” “ they 
“fay,” and that lying rafeal “ it zs /aid,’—thefe 
are not fuch witnefles as are fufficient to juftify you 
in holding up feven men BY. NAME, with a num- 
ber of minifters and other perfons by implication, to 
public ridicule, reproach, abhorrence, and contempt. 
But, Sir, the public are too juft to join with you. 
You have failed in your defign to. expofe them ;. 
but you have not failed.in.that which you did:not: 
defign, to expofe yourfelf.. There is generally. 
juftice and generofity enough in the public to 
efpoufe the’ caufe of the injured. And it is not. 
eafy to. conceive of any injury more atrocious: 

E 3 than. 
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than that which, appears to be levelled at the cha- 
racters of unoffending men... ‘ 
‘However, Sir, I proceed to notice the foscial 
punifhment fuperadded to fome whofe enormities 
exceed (as we may fuppofe) thofe of their fellows; 
and again, obferving regularity, <I fhall begin with 
‘Dr. De Mainauduc, whofe propofals introduce 
your ‘¢ hiftorical fketch.”” The italics in which - 
the words ‘ you, me, and midwifery,”’ are placed; 
if fo marked by yourfelf, betray that want of de- 
cency, and infinuate thofe ideas, of which you 
ought-to beafhamed. The Doétor is let off very 
eafy, being ‘principally charged in particular only 
with nfulting: fociety, p.:9; by publifhing his 
terms and his narrative.—-Dr. Benamor alfo efcapes 
with but little extra flagellation. P. 28, “ Dr: 
“ Benamor is faid to have treated medicine with 
“ contempt fince he commenced philofopher; 
_-© but you will hear of fuch a report with caution, 
“© and believe with me that he is only againff pré4 
“© fcription when his unfortunate preferiptions run 
“ aoainft him.”—Mr. Cue, poor man, next fol- 
lows; and he feems to have been ftripped and 
whipt at the cart’s tail, up one page and down’ 
another, till his back muft have been’as raw as 
a piece of beef.. P. 12, “ He is faid to have 
“© equalled Mr, De Loutherbourg” (to whom we) 
8 : are 
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are not yet come) ‘‘ in his pretenfions to be dif 
“¢ interefted and pious. He has not, only been. fo 
sé generous as to teach and. practife gratis ; but it 
“ is faid’’ [here comes this forry fellow again} ‘‘ it 
“ 4s {aid he knows how to-be civil to. fuitable pa- 
* tients.’’ Pray what idea is intended to be con- 
veyed in this infinuating fentence, with the word 
“ civil’ in italics? His pretenfions to piety are 
ridiculed ; and you relate a very impertinent ad- 
' drefs you made to him, in which you fay you 
charged him with the indulgence of vanity. We 
meet ‘with poor Cue again inp. 19, who is faid 
to pretend, as a reafon for not difclofing his know- 
ledge of Animal Magnetifm, that. it might be — 
made an improper ufe of among women; upon 
which you have very pleafantly indulged your: 
fancy in two pages. P. 27 youday, “Mr. Cue - 
“ talks terribly againft the faculty, and is pleafed’~ 
“ with his ignorance of the: art-of .medicine.?? 
Whether the Magnetift in the neighbourhood of 
St. Luke’s is this fame Mr. Cue, l know not, and 
therefore I leave him and his “‘ operators.”? P. 
53, he is again brought forward to his laft whip- 
ping. ‘ He ftands with felf-important look; and 
_“ a compact is infinuated’ between him and the 
“ willing fubje& of his healing art. He ftands or 
“ fits in a majeftic . pofture, can bear the grofleft 
“¢ adulation, and enjoy the coarfeft applaufe.”’-— 
| Truly, 
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Truly, ‘if he bears your reflections, he can bear 


the coarfeft treatment too. And then this gen- 
tleman’ is configned to the devil, for a oe 
ftroke, I fuppofe. 

But if Mr. Cue has been Aone Mr. Hollo- 
way, who in order comes next, has been flead 
alive. P. 18, the terms upon which he teaches} 
-becaufe they are’ modeft, are ridiculed; and the 


promife he requires denominated “ bondage, ar . 


« inglorious yoke.”—P. 21, you tell us of his 
attempt to prove the antiquity of his new {cience 3 
and then relate two ftories which he is /aid to have 
told in one of his‘leCtures; the firft of which yow 
aflure us was idle, the fecond extravagant.—P. 
23 and 24, his card, his terms, his propofal to 
publith, and his employment of runners, are ridi- 


culed.—P. 25; we are told that thofe have ‘ de- 
“ graded. themfelves who have received inftruction’ 
“ from him.”——P. 51 and 52, he is held up in a 


variety. of inftances as “ vain and oftentatious ;” 


which gives you occafion to determine, that ‘the’ 
“¢ dominion of our common adverfary” over him. 


“ is fecured.”*——P. 57, we havea frefh inftance 


of his ‘¢ vain pretenfions,”’ having fent pompous. 
propofals from houfe to houfe ‘‘ for‘publithing the, 
“ principles of his original lectures ;’’ from which,., 


and the lowering he terms, you conclude that 
“ this fcheming gentleman forefees. his fall, and 
“ wifhes 
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“* wifhés to flidé down as fafely as he can;”’ with 
a multitude-of other refleGtions.—P. 60, “you tell 
us of “ his chicane ;” and having driven him,’ all 
befmeared as he was, through a few more pages, 
you leave him to be cleanfed and healed by the 
kind offices of any: good Samaritan that happens to 
pafs by that way. | ° 
The principal and almoft the only cafe in which 
Mr. De Loutherbourg is feparately. maltreated, is 
upon the evidence of that enormous villain that we 
have fo often: feen, “ rt is faid;”? and this fellow 
has given an oblique infinuation, which is left for 
the readers to apply, refpecting Mr. De Louther- 
bourg’s reafons for failing to reprehend a lady, who 

is introduced under the name of Mrs. Pratt. 
» Mr. Parker, whoever: he -be, feems rather be- 
neath your particular notice, having,. I fuppofe, 
done little more than ‘ liften;” and, as you tell 
us, they fay,” “ he is likely to want employ,” 
your compaflion was excited, and, giving him only 
one fmack, fuffer him to retire into that obfcurity 
to which you had deftined him.- . 
As to Dr. Yeldal, I conclude you knew nothing 
more of him than his name, and that “ it is faid’” 
he ‘profeffes Animal Magnetifm: otherwife it is . 
not to be imagined that you would have fuffered 
him to pafs without his proportion of that extra 
flagellation which you have been at the pains to 
beftow 
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beftow on his compeers, witha view, no doubt, at 
once for their edification-and the agetierts of the | 
public, | : 
. Thefe, with their usher te are iis men, I-fup- 
pofe, to whom you allude, p. 11, who, being fools, 
“¢ afpire to that honour which is only due to wif 
““ dom; and when for fuch extravagance any man 
* expeéts to be paid and applauded, he deferwes re= 
“ buke; nor are fuch men /ikely to be reformed 
© without reproof.”’ 

“¢ Rebuke and reprove.”——Your letter feems to 
‘be a comment and an exemplification of thefe twe 
‘words, as they appear in Paul’s charge to Tis 
mothy. “ Reprove, rebuke,” fays the apoftle; 
and you thought, I imagine, that he had addreffed 
the charge to you; and that the holy apoftle, looking 
forward prophetically through feventeen hundred 
years, had his eye fixed on John Martin and Ani+ 
mal Magnetifm. Be this as it may, if you fo un- 
‘derftand the paflage, you fhould have alfo taken in 
the whole of his meaning, when he immediately 
adds, Weide hestngg all LONG SUFFERING and 
7 DOCTRINE.’ 


% Srr, 
Your humble fervant,. 


THE ANALYZER, 


LETTER 
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I; may be a queftion perhaps with many, whe- 
ther the publication of your Letter ought not to 
be attributed to the failure of your memory, when 
they are apprifed of the notice you had particularly 
taken of one fentence in Dr. De Mainauduc’s 
harrative, p. 8, where he’ fays, “ Magnetifm is 
« not a plaything for fools.” 
Tt fhould feem that you had thoughts of publifh- 
ing upon this “¢ fpirit-ftirring fubject,” before you 
met with the Doétor’s propofals ; but when they 
were put into your hand, and you came to this 
‘ remarkabie fentence, you drew your pen under it, 
and there formed your conclufion to lay the fubject _ 
afide. Forgetting, however, in the courfe of the 
three months which elapfed between the beginning 
and the end of your letter, the Dodtor’s remark, 
you fallied forth into the world, leaving the line ftill 
under the fentence; and thus that which fhould ra- 
ther have been omitted entirely appears as one of 
the moft remarkable of all the Dodtor’s fentences, 
4° Magnetijm is not a plaything for foals,” 
| ; This 
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This forgetfulnefs of yours, however, is not fo 
furprifing, when we refle& on your apparent zealj 
your irritability, your want of the amiable grace 
of patience, and efpecially when we remark in p. 3, 
which I fuppofe fhould have been entitled ‘ THE 
PREFACE,’ but which you have alfo forgotten, that 
you had your eye upon the reward. ‘ Enquiry, 
« if well conducted,” fay you, .‘¢ is feldom unre 
« warded.” From whence was this reward ex- 
pected? From the fale of your pamphlet? or 
from the College of Phyficians? 

You give us alfo to underftand, p. 3, that you 
requefted, ‘* earneftly requefted, [of God, I fup- 
pofe,} “ to be under ‘the influence of proper mos 
“ tives,” in. writing this letter. This alfo re- 
minds me of your forgetfulne/s ; for you have been 
very angry with thefe Magnetifts for attempt- 
ing, to, impofe, upon their pupils. an idea, that 
Magnetifm, is conneGed with religion. Surely 
you had forgotten that you have connected “ pray- 
« er, which is one of the moft important branches. 
“ of revealed religion,’’ with all thofe violations, 
of its amiable precepts, upon which I have remark-. 
ed in the foregoing letters. Was this intended 
to be the confecrating prayer? Are libels, re- 
proach, abufe, contumely, thus fanctified? “ But, 
‘© Sir, you know that impiety in prayer, and folly 
“ in action, have been long fince united.” 

In 


a 


“i lrp. 11,’ We ‘are ete to ‘conclude, that 
the iperfon who “ abufes’ {cripture”? deferves, in 
your apprehenfion, either to be publicly reprehend- 
ed, or that the abufé fhould be imputed to the 
difeafe’ of infanity... Which. of thefe, Sir, do you 
choofe? Am‘I charitably to’ believe you-are infane? 
Oram-l,'upow your own admiffion, publicly to 
reptehend you ?’? Why fhould “it be’ hoped that, 
“Ibecaufe cértain’ Magnetifts queftion Mr. De 
“ Louthierboure’s ‘ability to heal,” ‘with what mea- 
“ fure they: mete, it-will be eer unto them again?” 
You queftion the “wifdom; ‘the undérftanding, the 
fcience, the religion, ‘atid the intégrity of them all. 
Do you fee how. this text applies? ? 

‘Your concluding’ quotation is alfo, in my view,’ 
a grofs abufe of fctipture. “May we not fay 
“to fuch Magnetifts (p-67), the Lord hath reject 
bei ied: your confidences, and’ ‘ye Poll not profper in” 
“ ‘them ?” Yes, you may fay’any thing to Mag- 
netifts, and any thing of Magnetifts, as appears in 
your ‘letter. ‘Is this a queftion of delicacy, ‘or is’ 
it‘not ‘interided to corivey ‘a ftrong affirmative? 
Who told you! © that! ‘the Lord hath rejected the 
“© confidence” of. Magnetifts ?° ‘Was it that-lying’ 
spirit that enticed ‘the Prophets: of Ahab?” By 
what authority do you arm yourfelf with the de. 
nunciations of divine vengeance againft thofe that” 
téach. aid that practife what you confefs you do not 
ciao | F | underffand ? 
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underftand? Do, you apply this text: to. every — 
thing that you do not underftand? Befides thefe, 
there are, in your letter, feveral unhappy wisi 
€ations and perverfions of Scripture, 

You have fome very inftructive dbfervagons on) 
fcience from p. 23 to p. 26; but, among others, 
there is one which has attracted my notice, and 
accafioned me fome fpeculation. ‘‘ Science, Sir, 
“* by thofe who have it,” fay you, “ may be ~ 
brought to any thing.” ‘ I look over there- 
“ fore my little ftock of knowledge,”’ as you fay, 
p. 58, ** and multiply my” affirmatives ‘* in pro- 
“ portion to my. underftanding,’”? And; under-. 
ftanding by fcience each of the fciences,. or each. 
of the ‘ feven {ciences,” that you {peak of, Lbegin 
upon. your authority to fay, 1. Grammar ;_this may. 
be brought to any thing. What, to making chairs 
and tables, and clocks. and watches? Yes,.and to 
every thing elfe. 1 own I feel inclined to doubt ; 
‘but, upon your authority, Ilet it pafs. Sol. goon. 
2, Logic. 3. Rhetoric. 4, Arithmetic, 5. Geome- 
try. 6. Aftronomy. 7. Mufic, And then, for the 
fake of experiment, I.try how-I.can bring them'to 
each other. But; after having tried tobring Gram- 
mar to, Arithmetic, and Logic to Mufic, I am, 
< perhaps for want of underftanding,”’ obliged. to, 
defift : however, if I had your fecret, it,is fill pot. 
fible that I.might.fucceed. As to what. follows, 

6 I can 
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I can more eafily underftand that ; “ but it car 
€ only be found where it really is3’’ for this, I 
fuppofe, is the thing that I have heard called a 
truifm. 

You exprefs your furprife, p. 29, at the filence 
of the faculty. ‘* It is not eafy,” fay you, “ to 
account for the referve of the faculty on this 
*< new fcience.” Upon your principles, and 
agreeable to your practice, it certainly is not. 
Fe think that *¢ it would be glorious in them 
to bring to light thofe hee which, if let 
« alone, muft eventually increafe the number of 
« their patients.” But it feems they do not afpire 
to this glory that has fo much dazzled your eyes: I 
fuppofe that their good fenfe inclines them to defi 
from writing upon a fubjeSt which perhaps they 
do not yet fully comprehend ; and that their good 
manners prevent them from undertaking to abufe 
men whom perhaps they do not know: much 
more to defift from making that “ more direét 
“© attack,’ which you think would yet be fervice- 
able to the public. | 

‘There is one wicked crime which thefe Mag- 
netifts have committed, fuperadded to all others, 
which is, as you tell us, p.3r, “ that they feem to 
«“ agree in nothing.” *€ From fuch men, what,” 
fay you, ‘* can be relied on?” . What, indeed, 
from men that will not agree together? But, as 
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you have handed them all up tozether (vide p. i: a 
and abufed them all together (vide the whole let- 
ter), one fhould be ready to conclude that they 
agreed in every thing. This was one of the firft 
' points to afcertain before you formed the plan of 
your letter. However, you tell us, in addition to 
this, “ that: they are by no means harmonious.” 
If they agree in nothing, I do not imagine they 
are; though I thank you forthe information ; and 
it may be the more ufeful, efpecial ly as the exam- 
ple that follows may have the good tendency to fet 
Mr. Cue and Mr. Holloway together by the ears ; 
unlefs, being fellow fufferers, t they commiferate 
éach other, and are determined not to fall out. 
What are we to uhderftand and to infer, Sir, 
from the information given in p. 4, {thats yee 
“ wifhed for once to be thrown into a crifis’ 
more efpecially when we compare it with what 
you fay of Magnetifm, p. 23; where you tell us 
that you had the cleareft and falleft. poflible con- 
viction “ that Magnetifm has its original from 
« Satan, and not from Gop?” Did you intend, 
for once, to pleafe Satan? Did you mean, for once, 
to put yourfelf under his influence, that fo you 
might hereafter attack him with the greater force? 
Did you defire, for once, to fee how far, by his 
emiffaries, he could affect you? Did you with 
to be fent to the devil for once? What defign 
| ~ had 
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Wad’ you in view? Was it to fet an example to 
your flock? Did you fay, “ Do as you fee me 
do???” 

You tell us, p. 37, that thefe Magnetifts appeal 

to “ the exiftence of faé?s and to experience.’” 
And then you infert a long quotation, containing 
what you call “ the well-founded raillery of We- 
*¢ renfelfius ;’’? and conclude that it well applies 
to the fubjedt. But I can tell you what would 
have applied better; the fads themfelves, and the 
experience to which they appeal, together with.a 
well-founded and true confutation of them all. 
‘This perhaps is another inftance of your forget- 
fulnefs. 

- But fill they perfift; and they afk, “ If goad ts 
¢ done, why are objections multiplied ?”’ p.38. This 
brings to your mind a pleafant ftory of Mr, William 
Perkins’s about’ witchcraft, wherein he concludes, 
that of two forts of witches, bad and good, “ the 
“more horrible and deteftable monfter was the 
“© good witch.” ‘This is very pertinent, and moft 
effectually filences any other impertinent queftions 
which thefe Magnetifts might venture to put on 
their own defence. The only way in which I 
can apply this ftory is fome fuch as this: ¢ What 
‘ do you mean, you Magnetifers, you wondere 
* working men, you venal practitioners, you des 
¢ frauders and deluders, you mountebanks and_ 
‘ minute philofophers, you fools and. conan 
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S you inftruments of the devil, what do you mean 
‘ by oppofing this queftion? If good be done, why 
- are objections multiplied? Of two forts of peo- 
© ple, bad and.good,. the. more horrible and de- 
© teftable are the good.. Begone, ye mifcreants ! 
“begone! let us hear no more of your ‘ filly’ 
s Gueltions:? ; . 
You quite difconcert all my previous ideas of 

the comparifon of numbers in p. 39 and 40. In 
39 you tell us, * It is faid that the régifter of the 
“Royal Chapel in England exhibits a lift of 92,107 
« perfons touched by King ial Il. for the evil 
« in a certain number of years.” And then you 
tell us, p. 40, “S that when Monarchs magnetifed, 
“their power was confined to few cafes.” ee 43 
92,107 be few wy pray what number would rife 
to many? 

Keeping up. this idea, what fhall we fh nk of ° 
the ° too much’? which, in the fame page, you in~ : 
form us you were “ in danger of faying upon men-~- 
“ fal Magnetifin, had not Dr. Falconer’s differta- 
“© tion happily prevented you!’ One can hardly 
conceive that the number to which Ganganelli 
thought all the books in the world might be re-— 
duced, viz. fix thoufand volumes in folio, would 
have been fufficient for your purpofe. This dif 
fertation of Dr. Falconer’s came in very happily 
indeed ; for it has’ not only furnifhed you with 
“a defcription ‘of vain and venal Magnetifers,” 
4 7 Pixs but 
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but has .alfo enabled you to have a flroke at. the 
‘airs and emptinefs of fome preachers.’ . From 
this little {troke, this by-blow, I fhould not, be- 
furprifed at another letter entitled ¢ PREACHING 
‘ Examinep, by J. M— 

You point out, p. 58, a very wife, candid, arid 
charitable, mode of judging upon fubjects. which 
we are faid “ not to know.”’. If this rule, be in- 
tended for general ufe, as, for.any thing that ap- 
pears to the contrary, it is, and if it were gene- 

rally adopted, the effeéts that would foon be pro- 
duced by it in fociety would very far exceed any 
of. the probable effects of Animal Magnetifin. - 
Reduced to plain terms, for the benefit of the 
common people, it feems to include. fuch ideas as 
- thefe: whatever is propofed to you as a fubje&t 
_ which ** you do not know,’’ being firft fure of 
this, “ that it is nothing which you do know,” 
you have a right to conclude that it is a “© com- 
© pound of fraud and dei lufion 3? > and, to: fanctify 
the rule, you tell us, p. 58, that “ it is on thefe 
« principles we have many of your obfervations.’? 

As you reject fo heartily, and with fuch abhor- 
rence, Animal Magnetifin, by which, you tell us, 
?p- 52), Mr. Holloway <‘ attempted.to difcover 
© the thoughts of his, friends, who, at his re- 
< queft,, retired into another. room,” I fhould be 
glad. to know, perhaps. in common, with many 

others, 
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others, what fcience you have that feems fo infi- ~ 
nitely fuperior? For in p. 58 we are given to un- — 
derftand that you have a fecret art, by which you 
can difcover the intentions of one whom you feem 
to confider rather as an enemy; and that, not at the 
diftance of one room, but perhaps at that of two- 
miles; and alfo the contents of letters you: have 
never feen. You tell us what Mr. Holloway. 
‘means to do. “ He means to give a plaufible- 
*€ account of his philofophical fyftem, provided: 

© the public will make it worth his while.” To 
this you add, that the facts he propofes to adduce’ 
as indifputable are merely “ the wonder-working 
“ feats which he and other Magnetifts fancy they 
«“< have performed.’”” And that the extracts of 
letters from refpectable correfpondents, which he 
propofes to infert, are “ effufions of magnetical - 
“¢ friendfhip, fuch as not one writer in ten would © 
“ wifh the fober part of mankind to read.’” But, 
with all the fuperior advantages of this fecret, it 
feems capable of ufes lefs benevolent than the de- 
fien of Animal Magnetifm, upon your own ftate- - 
ment. 

I am now come to p. 68, in which, for the edi- - 
fication of your readers who prefer poetry to profe, 
you have given the fecret in verfe.  Imagina- 
“ tion may,’ as you very juftly obferve, p. 50, 
““ bine in poetry,” when-it dees not in profe. 
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But ‘they moftscharitable fuppofition for’ you is, 
that your bookfeller! muft: have ‘been’ a friend’ to 
Animal; Magnetifm;:and: has’ therefore added ‘the 
“ fecret”’ in rhime, with’ an intent to diferedit 
your whole performance. ” For ‘furely, ‘no ballad 
that was ever fung in the ftreets of London ‘is 
more contemptible,’ cither in compofition or in 
defign. --It is far too bad to etter’ into’ any’ parti-’ 
culars; and I would advife yous in the next edi- 
tion, to fee that it is entirely omitted. : 
- Having thus analyzed your letter, I apprehend 
the public will readily perceive that it does by no 
means correfpond with its title; and that you have 
really attempted animpofition, under. the pretence 
ofatiacking.and expofing that which you affert’ the 
profelfors.of Animal Magnetifm to have.accom= 
pliched. It. might,-perhaps, feem incredible. did it 
not appear under your own name,, that a man in 
your fituation, and of your profeffion,  fhould ven- 
ture to obtrude fo \,malevolent..an attack; not 
founded, upon. your, perfonal knowledge, : but from 
the report of others:. And \the concealment of 
their names furnifhes.a.juft ground of fulpicion, 
either of their non-entity, or that you were con- 
{cious that the public, if acquainted with them, 
would have reafon to deny any degree-of credit to 
their teftimony.. It is: fair to conclude that ‘you 
were afhamed of them... But admitting their ex- 
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iftence and their reputation, their evidence, fo far 
from warranting your imputations of fraud, mani- 
felts the defign to be benevolent, whatever the rea—- 
lity of the {cience may be. It is not, therefore, to 
¢ imagined, that an attack fo unfounded and fo 
unfupported can be felt with any force, or in any 
confiderate mind leave an imputation upon the 
characters of thofe which it is fo vainly and wick- 
edly intended to injure. 2 
The caufe of truth and of the public, Sir, require 
not fuch aids as thofe you have attempted to gives 
and your own profeffion, both as a Chriftian anda 
Minifter, forbid them. Your example is, without 
doubt, in your own circle, looked up to: your con 
duct therefore requires more than ordinary circum= 
fpection. If the minifter indulges fuch a fpirit as 
you have indulged in this letter, if he, under the 
appearance of zeal for religion, and for the caufe of 
God and truth, indulges himfelf in inveStive and re~ 
proach againft the perfons of thofe whofe principles 
and whofe practice in any particular he oppofes,, 
what is to be expected from the people,-who perhaps. 
imagine the more thev imitate him the nearer they: 
approach to excellence? Allowing that each paftor 
were to form his temper on your model, and that 
each congregation of hearers were to imitate their 
paftor’s example, what rright we expec but “ ftrife, 
“‘confufion, and every evil work!” What paftors! 
what 
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what focieties! Wherefore, if you ftudy-nothing 
elfe, “ srupy,” in future, “ To BE QUIET, and 
“ TODO YOUR OWN BUSINESS.” _ 


SIR, 


Your humble fervant, 


THE ANALYZER, 


JANUARY Il) 179% 
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